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Genesis 12:1-3

(1) The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from
your native land and from your father’s
house to the land that I will show you. (2) I
will make of you a great nation, And I will
bless you; I will make your name great, And
you shall be a blessing. (3) I will bless those
who bless you And curse him that curses
you; And all the families of the earth Shall
bless themselves by you.”(4) Abram went
forth as the LORD had commanded him,
and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he left Haran.
(5) Abram took his wife Sarai and his
brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth that
they had amassed, and the persons that
they had acquired in Haran; and they set
out for the land of Canaan.

ג׳-א׳:בראשית י״ב
ֵ֥אַרצְָך
ְ )א( וַיֹּ֤אמֶר ה' אֶל־אַב ְָ֔רם לְֶך־לְָך֛ מ
אַראֶ ֽךָּ׃
ְ ֲשׁר
֥ ֶ אָביָך אֶל־ה ָ ָ֖א ֶרץ א
֑ ִ וּ ִממּֽוֹלַדְ תְּ ָך֖ וּמ ֵ ִ֣בּית
שׂ ָ֙ך לְג֣ וֹי גּ ָ֔דוֹל ַוא ָ ֲ֣ב ֶרכ ְָ֔ך ַו ֲאגַדְּ ָל֖ה שׁ ֶ ְ֑מָך ֶו ְה ֵי֖ה
ְ )ב( וְאֶ ֽ ֶע
אָא ֹר ְונִב ְְרכ֣ וּ
֑ ֖בּ ְָרכָ ֽה׃ )ג( ַואֲבָ ֲֽרכָה֙ מ ָ ְ֣ב ְר ֶ֔כיָך וּ ְמ ַק ֶלּלְָך
שׁר
ֶ ֨ ב ְָ֔ך ֖כּ ֹל ִמ ְשׁפּ ְ֥ח ֹת ָהאֲדָ מָ ֽה׃ )ד( ַו ֵיּ֣ ֶל ְך אַ בְ ָ֗רם ּ ַכ ֲא

ִּד ֶ ֤בּר אֵ לָי ֙ו ה' ַו ֵיּ ֥ ֶל ְך אִ ֖תּ ֹו ֑לוֹט וְאַ בְ ָ֗רם ּבֶן־חָ ֵ ֤מ ׁש
ֵאת ֹו מֵ חָ ָרֽן׃ )ה( ַו ּי ַ ִ֣קּח
֖ ְשבְ ִ ֣עים ׁ ָש ָ֔נה ְּבצ
ִ ׁ ׁ ָשנִים֙ ו
ש ַ֨רי אִ ׁ ְש ֜תּ ֹו וְאֶ ת־ל֣ וֹט ּבֶן־אָ ִ֗חיו וְאֶ ת־
ׂ ָ אַ בְ ָרם֩ אֶ ת־
ֲּשר־עָ ֣שׂו
ֶ ׁ ֲשׁר ָר ָ֔כ ׁשוּ וְאֶ ת־הַ ֶ ֖נּפ ֶׁש א
֣ ֶ ָל־רכו ׁ ָּשם֙ א
ְ ּכ
בְ חָ ָ ֑רן ַו ּיֵצְ ֗אוּ ָל ֶל֙ ֶכ ֙ת ַ ֣א ְרצָה ְּכ ַ֔נעַ ן

Leviticus 19:17-18, 33-34

(17) You shall not hate your brethren
in your heart. Reprove your kinsman
but incur no guilt because of him. (18)
You shall not take vengeance or bear
a grudge against your countrymen.
Love your fellow as yourself: I am the
LORD.
(33) When a stranger resides with you
in your land, you shall not wrong him.
(34) The stranger who resides with
you shall be to you as one of your
citizens; you shall love him as
yourself, for you were strangers in the
land of Egypt: I the LORD am your
God.

ל״ד-ל״ג,י״ח-י״ז:ויקרא י״ט
ַֽא־ת ְׂשנָ ֥א אֶ ת־אָ ִ ֖חי ָך ִּבלְ ב ֶ ָ֑ב ָך הו ֵֹכ֤ח
ִ ֹ )יז( ל
ֹא־ת ָ ֥שּׂא עָ ָל֖יו חֵ ֽטְ א׃
ִ ּת ֹו ִכ֙י ֙ ַח אֶ ת־עֲמִ יתֶ֔ ָך ְול
ת־ב ֵנ֣י עַ ֶ֔מּ ָך
ְּ ֶֽא־תטּ ֹ ֙ר א
ִ ֹ ֽא־ת ֤קּ ֹם ְול
ִ ֹ )יח( ל
וְאָ ֽהַ בְ ָ ֥תּ לְ ֵרעֲָך֖ ּכ ָ֑מ ֹו ָך ֲא ִנ֖י ה'׃
ּ)לג( וְכִ ֽי־יָג֧ וּר אִ ְּתָך֛ ֵגּ֖ר ְּבאַ ְרצְ ֶכ֑ם ֹל֥ א תוֹנ֖ ו
אֹתֽוֹ׃ )לד( ְּכאֶ ז ָ ְ֣רח מִ ּכֶם֩ יִהְ ֶ֨יה ָל ֶ֜כם הַ ֵגּ֣ר ׀
הַ ָגּ֣ר אִ ְּת ֶ֗כם וְאָ הַ בְ ָ ֥תּ ל ֙וֹ ּכ ָ֔מ ֹו ָך ִּכֽי־ג ִ ֵ֥רים
ִיתם ְּב ֶ ֣א ֶרץ מִ צְ ָ ֑ריִם ֲא ִנ֖י ה' ֱאל ֹקֵ י ֶכֽם׃
֖ ֶ ֱהי

Jeremiah 29:4-7

(4) Thus said the LORD of Hosts,
the God of Israel, to the whole
community which I exiled from
Jerusalem to Babylon: (5) Build
houses and live in them, plant
gardens and eat their fruit. (6)
Take wives and beget sons and
daughters; and take wives for your
sons, and give your daughters to
husbands, that they may bear sons
and daughters. Multiply there, do
not decrease. (7) And seek the
welfare of the city to which I have
exiled you and pray to the LORD in
its behalf; for in its prosperity you
shall prosper.

ז׳-ד׳:ירמיהו כ״ט
)ד( ֥כּ ֹה אָ מַ ֛ר ה' צְ ב ָ֖אוֹת ֱאל ֵ ֹ֣קי ִי ְׂש ָר ֵ ֑אל
֥יתי מִ ירו ׁ ָּשלַ ִ֖ם
ִ ֲֵשר־הִ גְל
ֶ ׁ לְ כָל־ ַ֨ה ּג ֹו ָ֔לה א
ְשׁבוּ ְונִטְ ע֣ וּ גַנּ֔ וֹת
֑ ֵ ּ ָב ֶ ֽבלָה׃ )ה( ְּבנ֥ וּ ב ִ ָ֖תּים ו
שׁים וְהוֹלִ יד ֮וּ
ִ ֗ ת־פ ְריָֽן׃ )ו( קְ ח֣ וּ ָנ
ִ ּ ֶוְאִ כְ ל֖ וּ א
שׁים וְאֶ ת־
ִ ֗ ּ ָב ִנ֣ים וּבָנו ֹ֒ת וּקְ ֨חוּ לִ בְ נֵי ֶ֜כם ָנ
שׁים וְתֵ ַל ְ֖דנָה ּ ָב ִנ֣ים
ִ ֔ ְּבנֽוֹתֵ יכֶם֙ ְּתנ֣ וּ ַ ֽל ֲא ָנ
(ל־תמְ עָ ֽטוּ׃ )ז
ִּ ַּ־שׁם וְא
֖ ָ וּבָנ֑ וֹת ו ְּרבו
֤יתי
ִ שׁר הִ ג ְֵל
ֶ ֨ ת־של֣ וֹם הָ ִ֗עיר ֲא
ְ ׁ ֶו ְִד ְר ֞שׁוּ א
שׁ ּ ָמה וְהִ ְת ּ ַפֽלְ ל֥ וּ בַ ע ָ ֲ֖דהּ אֶ ל־ה' ִכּ֣י
ָ ֔ ֙אֶ ְתכֶם
(בִ ׁ ְשל ֹו ָ֔מהּ יִהְ ֶי ֥ה ל ֶָכ֖ם ׁ ָש ֽלוֹם׃ )פ

Isaiah 49:5-6

(5) And now the LORD has
resolved— He who formed me in the
womb to be His servant— To bring
back Jacob to Himself, That Israel
may be restored to Him. And I have
been honored in the sight of the
LORD, My God has been my
strength. (6) For He has said: “It is
too little that you should be My
servant In that I raise up the tribes of
Jacob And restore the survivors of
Israel: I will also make you a light of
nations, That My salvation may
reach the ends of the earth.”

ו׳-ה׳:ישעיהו מ״ט
)ה( וְעַ ָ ֣תּה ׀ אָ ַ ֣מר יְה ֗ ָוה י ֹצְ ִ ֤רי מִ ֶ֙בּ ֶט ֙ן
לְ ֶ ֣עבֶד ֔ל ֹו לְ ׁשו ֵ ֹ֤בב ַֽי ֲעק ֹ ֙ב אֵ ָ֔ליו ְו ִי ְׂש ָר ֵ ֖אל
לא ]ל֣ וֹ[ יֵאָ ֵ ֑סף וְאֶ ּ ָכ ֵב ֙ד ְּבעֵ ֵינ֣י יְה ֔ ָוה
וֵאל ַ ֹ֖הי הָ ָי ֥ה עֻ ִז ּֽי׃ )ו( ו ַ֗יּ ֹאמֶ ר ָנ ֵ֨קל
ת־שבְ ֵ ֣טי
ִ ׁ ֶמִ ֽהְ יו ְֹתָך֥ לִ ֙י ֶ֔עבֶד לְ הָ קִ ים֙ א
ַיע ֲ֔ק ֹב ונצירי ]וּנְצו ֵ ּ֥רי[ ִי ְׂש ָר ֵ ֖אל לְ הָ ִ ֑שׁיב
וּנְתַ ִתּ֙י ָ֙ך לְ ֣אוֹר ּג ֹו ִ֔ים לִ ֽהְ ֥יוֹת י ְׁשוּעָ ִ ֖תי
(עַ ד־קְ צֵ ֥ה הָ אָ ֶֽרץ׃ )ס

Micah 4:2-5

(2) And the many nations shall go and shall say:
“Come, Let us go up to the Mount of the LORD, /
To the House of the God of Jacob; / That God may
instruct us in God’s ways, / And that we may walk in
God’s paths.” / For instruction shall come forth from
Zion, / The word of the LORD from Jerusalem. (3)
Thus God will judge among the many peoples, / And
arbitrate for the multitude of nations, / However
distant; / And they shall beat their swords into
plowshares / And their spears into pruning hooks. /
Nation shall not take up / Sword against nation; /
They shall never again know war; (4) But every
person shall sit / Under their grapevine or ﬁg tree /
And no one shall make them tremble. / For it was the
LORD of Hosts who spoke. (5) Though all the
peoples walk / Each in the names of its gods, / We
will walk / In the name of the LORD our God /
Forever and ever.

ה׳-ב׳:מיכה ד׳
')ב( וְ ֽ ָהל ְ֞כוּ גּוֹ ִי֣ם ַר ִ֗בּים וְאָ ֽמְר ֙וּ לְכ֣ וּ ׀ ְונַע ֲֶל֣ה אֶל־הַר־ה
ְיוֹר֙נ ֙וּ מִדְּ ָר ָ֔כיו ְונֵל ְָכ֖ה בְּא ֹ ְֽרח ָ ֹ֑תיו ִכּ֤י
ֵ ֱֹלקי יַע ֲ֔ק ֹב ו
֣ ֵ ְואֶל־בֵּי ֙ת א
שׁ ַ֗פט ֚ ֵבּין
ָ תוֹרה וּדְ בַר־ה' מִירוּשָׁלָ ִ ֽם׃ )ג( ְו
ָ֔ ִמצִּיּוֹ ֙ן תֵּ ֵצ֣א
ַד־ר ֑חוֹק ְוכִתְּ ֨תוּ
ָ ְהוֹכ֛י ַח לְגוֹ ִי ֥ם ֲעצ ִ ֻ֖מים ע
ִ ע ִ ַ֣מּים ַר ִ֔בּים ו
ִית ֹתֵ יהֶם֙ ְל ַמזְמ ֵ֔רוֹת ֹלֽא־יִשׂ ְ֞אוּ גּ֤ וֹי
ֽ ח ְַרב ֹתֵ י ֶ֜הם ְלאִתִּ֗ ים ַו ֲחנ
אֶל־גּוֹ ֙י ֶ֔ח ֶרב וְֹלא־י ִ ְלמ ְ֥דוּן ֖עוֹד ִמ ְלחָמָ ֽה׃ )ד( ְויָשׁ ְ֗בוּ ִ ֣אישׁ
ִי־פ֛י ה' ְצב ָ֖אוֹת
ִ ַ ֧תּחַת ַגּפְנ֛ וֹ ו ַ ְ֥תחַת תְּ ֵאנ ָ֖תוֹ ו ֵ ְ֣אין ַמח ִ ֲ֑ריד כּ
ֱֹלקיו ַו ֲא ַ֗נחְנוּ
֑ ָ ָל־ה ַע ִ֔מּים יֵל ְ֕כוּ ִ ֖אישׁ בּ ֵ ְ֣שׁם א
֣ ָ דִּ בֵּ ֽר׃ )ה( ֚ ִכּי כּ
(ֱֹלקינוּ לְעוֹלָ ֥ם ו ֶָעֽד׃ )פ
֖ ֵ נֵלֵ ְ֛ך ְבּשֵׁם־ה' א

Theodore Herzl, “The Jewish State” (Der Judenstadt), 1896
We have sincerely tried everywhere to merge with the national communities in which we live, seeking
only to preserve the faith of our fathers. It is not permitted us. In vain are we loyal patriots, sometimes
super-loyal; in vain do we make the same sacriﬁces of life and property as our fellow citizens; in vain do
we strive to enhance the fame of our native lands in the arts and sciences, or her wealth by trade and
commerce. In our native lands where we have lived for centuries we are still decried as aliens, often by
men whose ancestors had not yet come at a time when Jewish sighs had long been heard in the country...
Let me repeat once more my opening words: The Jews who will it shall achieve their State. We shall live at
last as free men on our own soil, and in our own homes peacefully die. The world will be liberated by our
freedom, enriched by our wealth, magniﬁed by our greatness. And whatever we attempt there for our
own beneﬁt will redound mightily and beneﬁcially to the good of all mankind.

Louis Brandeis, “The Jewish Problem: How to Solve It,” excerpt
From: Paul Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, eds., The Jew in the Modern World: A Documentary History, 2nd ed., 496

Let no American imagine that Zionism is inconsistent with Patriotism. Multiple loyalties are objectionable only if
they are inconsistent. A man is a better citizen of the United States for being also a loyal citizen of his state, and of
his city; for being loyal to his family, and to his profession or trade; for being loyal to his college or his lodge. Every
Irish American who contributed towards advancing home rule was a better man and a better American for the
sacrifice he made. Every American Jew who aids in advancing the Jewish settlement in Palestine, though he feels
that neither he nor his descendants will ever live there, will likewise be a better man and a better American for doing
so.
...
America’s fundamental law seeks to make real the brotherhood of man. That brotherhood became the Jewish
fundamental law more than twenty-five hundred years ago. America’s insistent demand in the twentieth century is for
social justice. That also has been the Jews’ striving for ages. Their affliction as well as their religion has prepared the
Jews for effective democracy. Persecution broadened their sympathies. It trained them in patient endurance, in
self-control, and in sacrifice. It made them think as well as suffer. It deepened the passion for righteousness.
Indeed, loyalty to America demands rather that each American Jew become a Zionist. For only through the
ennobling effect of its strivings can we develop the best that is in us and give to this country the full benefit of our
great inheritance. The Jewish spirit, so long preserved, the character developed by so many centuries of sacrifice,
should be preserved and developed further, so that in America as elsewhere the sons of the race may in future live
lives and do deeds worthy of their ancestors.

Mijal Bitton, “I’m a Sephardic Latina with an Intersectional Identity. That’s Why I Oppose the Women’s March,” The
Forward, Jan. 15, 2019 (cont.)
I write to help explain why I am not marching, why my identity, which otherwise fits in within the intersectional fight for
common liberation and for women’s rights, informs my refusal to participate in a movement led by individuals who have
contributed to the normalization of anti-Semitic discourse, and who have yet, despite recent apologies, to regain the trust of
many in the Jewish community in this issue, myself included. …
I write to express that there are feminist Jewish women, Jews of color, Hispanic Jews, Jewish immigrants, Mizrahi
Jews, Sephardic Jews, Jews from Arab lands and others Jews with intersectional and marginalized identities who are making
a conscientious choice to not join in the Women’s March, a decision partly informed by their own experiences of vulnerability
and motivated by a determination to fight oppression through other means.
My commitment to upholding anti-Semitism as a moral red line which determines who I will partner with was not
awakened, as it was for some American Jews, by the terrible attack in Pittsburgh. While the shooting at Tree of Life
synagogue stands out as the most deadly anti-Semitic attack on American soil, observers attuned to the experiences of other,
smaller, Jewish communities around the world know that the post-Holocaust resurgence of anti-Semitism (if it ever went away)
has older, more pervasive and more complex global manifestations.
My political understanding of liberatory intersectionality includes not only Americans who suffer gender, racial, economic
and other forms of inequalities, but also Jews around the world still facing one of the oldest forms of hatred that human history
has witnessed.
I write this, then, to challenge the dichotomy that has already begun to emerge, a dichotomy that posits an “either/or”
worldview in which individuals who refuse to march in this particular Women’s Movement are portrayed as not caring for social
or racial justice.
I care. It is because I care that I am praying with my feet and marching away from the Women’s March.

Berakhot 11a:19-23

Rav Yeḥezkel taught: One who acted in
accordance with Beit Shammai has acted
appropriately and is not in violation of the halakha.
One who acted in accordance with the opinion of
Beit Hillel acted appropriately as well. However,
Rav Yosef said: One who acts in accordance
with the opinion of Beit Shammai has done
nothing and is worthless…
Rav Naḥman bar Yitzḥak stated: One who acted
in accordance with Beit Shammai has acted so
egregiously that he is liable to receive the death
penalty, as we learned in our mishna that Rabbi
Tarfon said: Once, I was coming on the road
when I stopped and reclined to recite Shema in
accordance with the statement of Beit
Shammai. Yet in so doing, I endangered myself
due to the highwaymen who accost travelers. The
Sages said to him: You deserved to be liable to
pay with your life, as you transgressed the
statement of Beit Hillel.

כ״ג-י״ט:ברכות י״א א
,שה
ׂ ָ ָשה ְּכ ִדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי — ע
ׂ ָ ָ ע:ּ ָתנֵי ַרב יְחֶ זְקֵ אל
שה ְּכ ִדבְ ֵרי
ׂ ָ ָ ע: ַרב יוֹסֵף אָ מַ ר.שה
ׂ ָ ְָּכ ִדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית הִ ּלֵל — ע
... .שה ְול ֹא כְ לוּם
ׂ ָ ָּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי — ל ֹא ע
— שה ְּכ ִדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי
ׂ ָ ָ ע:ַרב נַחְ מָ ן ַּבר יִצְ חָ ק אָ מַ ר
ִיתי ּבָא ַּב ֶּד ֶר ְך
ִ  ֲאנִי הָ י: אָ מַ ר ַר ִּבי טַ ְרפוֹן, ִּד ְתנַן.חַ ּיָיב מִ יתָ ה
וְהִ ּ ֵט ִתי לִ קְ רוֹת ְּכ ִדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי וְסִ ּ ַכנ ְִּתי ְּבעַ צְ מִ י מִ ּ ְפנֵי
 ׁ ֶשעָ בַ ְר ּ ָת,ָ ְּכדַ אי הָ יִיתָ לָחוּב ְּבעַ צְ מְ ך:ֹ אָ מְ רוּ לו,הַ ִּלסְ טִ ים
.עַ ל ִּדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית הִ ּלֵל

Two Homes

What can/should give?

Our at-homeness

A Proposal for Using the Models to Heal
Chevruta

Pluralism

A New “Family”

Friendship lived as
covenantal partnership
with deep respect,
loving rebuke, and
lasting commitment.

A shared belief to
frame how chevruta
engages in other
beliefs (e.g., Zionism,
social justice, etc.)

We recognize our differences, take
time to understand each other,
and--even if we don’t like each
other--we sit together at the table.

Multi-Family Homes
We act like multiple generations
each with their own home
making room for family to feel
at-home. Ideally, grandchildren
are fully at home in each home.

Is it possible to choose between 'Jewishness' and Israel? ELLIOT COSGROVE

MARCH 9, 2021 06:55

I believe in a vibrant and dynamic expression of Judaism, one that is capable of inspiring our children and grandchildren in the
faith of our ancestors. ...
I also believe that to be a Jew today is to live with Israel as a central pillar to my religious life. Some choose to live in Israel,
some do not, but to not put one’s engagement, concern and support for Israel, the sole sovereign Jewish state and home to
half of world Jewry at the forefront of one’s Judaism is to abdicate what it means to be a Jew. I could no sooner abandon my
commitment to Israel as I could my commitment to prayer, mitzvot, Torah study or tikkun olam. ...
And yet, it would seem, I am being asked to choose.
I read the headlines coming out of Israel and feel that Diaspora Jewry is being told to choose between two essential aspects
of our identities – our Jewish lives or our support for the State of Israel. It is a choice made all the more tortured because it is
by way of my Judaism that our support for the State of Israel is derived. I don’t expect everyone to agree with me; at my core I
am also a pluralist – everyone is entitled to their opinion. And yet I wonder if the leadership of Israel does not understand the
consequences of their actions.

Do they not know that 85% of AIPAC’s membership is constituted by self-identifying Reform and Conservative Jews? Have
they not considered that it is not the smartest thing to call us dogs and clowns at the very moment the Biden administration is
looking to rejoin the Iran nuclear deal? At the very moment that non-Orthodox American Jews are being asked to stand in the
breach against the forces of BDS, defending Israel in the court of public opinion, is this really the moment you want to tell us
that you don’t believe we, our children and grandchildren are Jewish?!
“How can I,” as one of my colleagues lamented, “fight against the delegitimization of Israel when the government of Israel
delegitimizes me.” The recent rhetoric out of Israel is injudicious for a variety of tactical reasons. But most of all it is just
downright wrong. For one Jew to demonize another is antithetical to every Jewish value I know, a knife at the heart of the
Jewish people, and of deep personal offense to millions of American Jews.
Shver tsu zayn a yid. It’s hard to be a Jew. Blessed as we are to live in a time of a strong State of Israel and Diaspora Jewry, it
can be hard to negotiate all the competing pulls on our Jewish souls. To my brothers and sisters in Israel, would it be too much
to ask you to lend a hand and help me lighten my load and lift us all up higher? If it is a whipping boy you need, pick on Iran,
pick on COVID, pick on the oil spill wreaking environmental havoc on Israel’s seashore. Pick on any number of challenges
facing Israel – just not on your own brother. After all, we have a long journey ahead of us, and I know, and I would like to think
somewhere deep down you also know, that the only way we will get there is if we do so together.

Israel Elections: Why I'm voting for Yair Lapid - opinion
YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI MARCH 11, 2021 20:18

The centrist vision begins with Israel’s Declaration of Independence. The framers insisted on an Israel at once Jewish and
democratic: the state of all Jews, whether or not they are its citizens; the state of all of its citizens, whether or not they are
Jews. Through Israel’s formative years, this definition was self-evident to both right-wing and left-wing Israelis. David
Ben-Gurion’s Labor Party was committed to Israel as a Jewish state, and Menachem Begin’s Likud was committed to Israel as
a democratic state.
In recent years, though, this foundational entwinement of Jewish and democratic identities has been under increasing assault.
Lapid has defined defending the integrity of Jewish and democratic Israel as the core of the centrist mission.
THAT MISSION means ensuring that all parts of Israeli society, including the Arab minority, are treated as shareholders in the
country’s future. It also means ensuring that all parts of the Diaspora remain connected to Israel. A Jewish state is not the
same as a Jewish community; it doesn’t belong to any one part of the Jewish people. The Israeli public space must reflect the
totality of the Jewish experience; official Judaism cannot be entrusted to a single gatekeeper. To do so negates the Zionist
commitment to Jewish peoplehood. ...
I’ve spent much of my life as an Israeli voter being frustrated by one failed centrist party after another. Yesh Atid is the first
centrist party that has proven its staying power – its ideological consistency and its ability to build a camp of devoted voters.
Finally, I’m voting for Yair Lapid because he’s proven himself to be that rarest of Israeli politicians: a mensch. Compare his
tone to other candidates: He focuses on the issues, avoids cheap shots, insists on treating us like grown-ups.

Recommended Materials
● Full text of Elliot Cosgrove op-ed
● Elliot Cosgrove full sermon
● Full text of Yossi Klein Halevi op-ed

Recommended Continuity
● For Heaven’s Sake podcast
● Identity/Crisis podcast

