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Agenda for March 13, 2021

I. Welcome

II. Favorite texts from the class

III. Two Homes
A. Together

1. Text

2. Family

B. Apart

IV. What can/should give?
A. North America

B. Israel

V. Our at-homeness

VI. Between Now and “Sometime Soon”
A. Recommended Materials
B. Recommended Continuity



Syllabus
Part I: Stories of Jewish Peoplehood 
Unit 1: From No Home to Two Homes 
Unit 2: Judaism of Being 
Unit 3: Judaism of Becoming 
Unit 4: On Universalism and Particularism 
Part II: Contemporary Challenges to Jewish 
Peoplehood 
Unit 5: Between Nationalism, Ultra-Nationalism, and 
Fascism
Unit 6: Moral Implications of Jewish Nationalism 
Unit 7: Israel’s Nation-State Law: Ramifications for a 
Jewish and Democratic State 
Unit 8: Antisemitism as a Divisive Force 
Unit 9: Antisemitism and Anti-Zionism 
Unit 10: The Accusation and Dilemma of Dual Loyalties 
Unit 11: “What’s Good for the Jews?” Identity Politics in 
North America 

Part I: Jewish Peoplehood 
January 9: Introduction From No Home to Two Homes 

January 16: Judaism as Ethics and Beliefs 
(Units 2 & 3)

January 23: On Universalism and Particularism 

Part II: Challenges to Jewish Peoplehood 
February 13: Nationalism

(Units 5, 6, & 7)

February 20: Antisemitism  
(Units 8 & 9)

February 27: Dual Loyalties and Identity Politics 
 (Units 10 & 11)



Syllabus (cont.)

Part III: New Relationship Models for Jewish 
Peoplehood 
Unit 12: From Family to Consumer 
Unit 13: Shared Believers, Partners, and Investors 
Unit 14: At-Homeness 

Part III: New Models of Peoplehood 
March 6: Models to Consider

(Units 12 & 13)

March 13: At-Homeness 





Genesis 12:1-3
(1) The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from 
your native land and from your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. (2) I 
will make of you a great nation, And I will 
bless you; I will make your name great, And 
you shall be a blessing. (3) I will bless those 
who bless you And curse him that curses 
you; And all the families of the earth Shall 
bless themselves by you.”(4) Abram went 
forth as the LORD had commanded him, 
and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 
(5) Abram took his wife Sarai and his 
brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth that 
they had amassed, and the persons that 
they had acquired in Haran; and they set 
out for the land of Canaan. 

בראשית י״ב:א׳-ג׳
ם ֶלְך־ְלָ֛ך ֵמַאְרְצָ֥ך  אֶמר ה' ֶאל־ַאְבָר֔ ֹ֤ (א) ַוּי

ר ַאְרֶאָּֽך׃  ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֥ יָך ֶאל־ָהָא֖ ית ָאִב֑ ּוִמּֽמֹוַלְדְּתָ֖ך ּוִמֵּב֣
ָך ֶוְהֵי֖ה  ֶרְכָ֔ך ַוֲאגְַּדָל֖ה ְׁשֶמ֑ (ב) ְוֶאֶֽעְׂשָ֙ך ְל֣גֹוי ָּג֔דֹול ַוֲאָב֣
ר ְונְִבְר֣כּו  ֹ֑ יָך ּוְמַקֶּלְלָ֖ך ָאא ְרֶכ֔ ְּבָרָכֽה׃ (ג) ַוֲאָבֲֽרָכ֙ה ְמָב֣
ר  ֲאֶׁש֨ ם ּכַ ת ָהֲאָדָמֽה׃ (ד) ַוֵּיֶ֣לְך ַאְבָר֗ ֹ֥ ל ִמְׁשְּפח ֹ֖ ְבָ֔ך ּכ

ׁש  ן־ָחֵמ֤ ם ּבֶ ר ֵאָלי֙ו ה' ַוֵּיֶ֥לְך ִאּ֖תֹו ֑לֹוט ְוַאְבָר֗ ֶּב֤ ּדִ
ח  ַּק֣ ֵצא֖תֹו ֵמָחָרֽן׃ (ה) ַוּיִ ה ּבְ נָ֔ ים ׁשָ ְבִע֣ ִני֙ם ְוׁשִ ׁשָ

יו ְוֶאת־ ן־ָאִח֗ ּ֜תֹו ְוֶאת־֣לֹוט ּבֶ י ִאׁשְ ַר֨ ַאְבָר֩ם ֶאת־ׂשָ
ר־ָעׂ֣שוּ  ֶפׁש ֲאׁשֶ ׁשוּ ְוֶאת־ַהֶּנ֖ ר ָרָכ֔ ֙ם ֲאֶׁש֣ ל־ְרכוּׁשָ ּכָ

ַען נַ֔ ְרָצה ּכְ ן ַוּיְֵצ֗אוּ ָלֶלֶ֙כ֙ת ַא֣ ְבָחָר֑

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1-3


Leviticus 19:17-18, 33-34
(17) You shall not hate your brethren 
in your heart. Reprove your kinsman 
but incur no guilt because of him. (18) 
You shall not take vengeance or bear 
a grudge against your countrymen. 
Love your fellow as yourself: I am the 
LORD.
(33) When a stranger resides with you 
in your land, you shall not wrong him. 
(34) The stranger who resides with 
you shall be to you as one of your 
citizens; you shall love him as 
yourself, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt: I the LORD am your 
God.

ויקרא י״ט:י״ז-י״ח,ל״ג-ל״ד

ַח  ָך הֹוֵכ֤ ְלָבֶב֑ יָך ּבִ ָנ֥א ֶאת־ָאִח֖ ֹֽא־ִתׂשְ (יז) ל
יו ֵחְֽטא׃  א ָעָל֖ ָך ְולֹא־ִתָּׂש֥ יַח֙ ֶאת־ֲעִמיֶת֔ ּתֹוִכ֙

ָך  י ַעֶּמ֔ ֵנ֣ ֹֽא־ִתּטֹ֙ר ֶאת־ּבְ ם ְול ֹ֤ ֹֽא־ִתּק (יח) ל
י ה'׃ ֑מֹוָך ֲאִנ֖ ְוָאַֽהְבָּת֥ ְלֵרֲעָ֖ך ּכָ

ם ֹ֥לא תֹו֖נוּ  ַאְרְצֶכ֑ ר ּבְ ָ֛ך ֵּג֖ (לג) ְוִכֽי־יָ֧גוּר ִאּתְ
ר ׀  ם ַהֵּג֣ ה ָלֶכ֜ ֩ם ִיְהיֶ֨ ח ִמּכֶ ֶאְזָר֣ אֹתֹֽו׃ (לד) ּכְ

ים ֽי־ֵגִר֥ ֔מֹוָך ּכִ ם ְוָאַהְבָּת֥ לֹ֙ו ּכָ ֶכ֗ ר ִאּתְ  ַהָּג֣
י ה' ֱאלֵֹקיֶכֽם׃ ִים ֲאִנ֖ ֶרץ ִמְצָר֑ ֶא֣ ם ּבְ ֱהִייֶת֖

https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.19.17-18
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Jeremiah 29:4-7
(4) Thus said the LORD of Hosts, 
the God of Israel, to the whole 
community which I exiled from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: (5) Build 
houses and live in them, plant 
gardens and eat their fruit. (6) 
Take wives and beget sons and 
daughters; and take wives for your 
sons, and give your daughters to 
husbands, that they may bear sons 
and daughters. Multiply there, do 
not decrease. (7) And seek the 
welfare of the city to which I have 
exiled you and pray to the LORD in 
its behalf; for in its prosperity you 
shall prosper.

ירמיהו כ״ט:ד׳-ז׳

ל  ָרֵא֑ י ִיׂשְ ר ה' ְצָב֖אֹות ֱאלֵֹק֣ ה ָאַמ֛ ֹ֥ (ד) ּכ
ַלִ֖ם  יִתי ִמירוּׁשָ ר־ִהְגֵל֥ ה ֲאׁשֶ ּגֹוָל֔ ְלָכל־ַה֨

בוּ ְוִנְט֣עוּ ַגּ֔נֹות  ים ְוֵׁש֑ ֥נוּ ָבִּת֖ ֶבָֽלה׃ (ה) ּבְ ּבָ
ים ְוהֹוִלידּ֮ו  ְריָֽן׃ (ו) ְק֣חוּ ָנִׁש֗ ְוִאְכ֖לוּ ֶאת־ּפִ

ים ְוֶאת־ ם ָנִׁש֗ ים וָּבנֹו֒ת וְּק֨חוּ ִלְבֵניֶכ֜ ִנ֣ ּבָ
ים  ִנ֣ ְדָנה ּבָ ים ְוֵתַל֖ ֣נוּ ַלֲֽאָנִׁש֔ נֹֽוֵתיֶכ֙ם ּתְ ּבְ

ְמָעֽטוּ׃ (ז)  ם ְוַאל־ּתִ וָּב֑נֹות וְּרבוּ־ָׁש֖
יִתי  ר ִהְגֵל֤ יר ֲאֶׁש֨ ֣לֹום ָהִע֗ ְוִדְרׁ֞שוּ ֶאת־ׁשְ

י  ּה ֶאל־ה' ִּכ֣ ְֽל֥לוּ ַבֲעָד֖ ה ְוִהְתּפַ ּמָ ֶאְתֶכ֙ם ָׁש֔
ֽלֹום׃ (פ) ם ׁשָ ּה ִיְהֶי֥ה ָלֶכ֖ לֹוָמ֔ ִבׁשְ

https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.29.4-7
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Isaiah 49:5-6

(5) And now the LORD has 
resolved— He who formed me in the 
womb to be His servant— To bring 
back Jacob to Himself, That Israel 
may be restored to Him. And I have 
been honored in the sight of the 
LORD, My God has been my 
strength. (6) For He has said: “It is 
too little that you should be My 
servant In that I raise up the tribes of 
Jacob And restore the survivors of 
Israel: I will also make you a light of 
nations, That My salvation may 
reach the ends of the earth.”

ישעיהו מ״ט:ה׳-ו׳

ֶט֙ן י ִמֶּב֙ ה יְֹצִר֤ ר ְיהָו֗ ה ׀ ָאַמ֣  (ה) ְוַעָּת֣
ל  ָרֵא֖ יו ְוִיׂשְ ב ַיֲֽעקֹ֙ב ֵאָל֔ ֶבד ֔לֹו ְלׁשֹוֵב֤ ְלֶע֣

ה  י ְיהָו֔ ֵעיֵנ֣ ֵב֙ד ּבְ ף ְוֶאּכָ לא [֣לֹו] יֵָאֵס֑
ל אֶמר ָנֵק֨ ֹ֗ ֽי׃ (ו) ַוּי ִּ י ָהָי֥ה ֻעז  ֵואלַֹה֖

י  ְבֵט֣ ֶבד ְלָהִקי֙ם ֶאת־ׁשִ ִמְֽהיֹוְתָ֥ך ִל֙י ֶע֔
ל  ָרֵא֖ י] ִיׂשְ ב ונצירי [וְּנצוֵּר֥ ֹ֔ יב ַיֲעק ְלָהִׁש֑

י  ם ִלְֽה֥יֹות ְיׁשוָּעִת֖ יָ֙ך ְל֣אֹור ּגֹויִ֔ וְּנַתִּת֙
ה ָהָאֶֽרץ׃ (ס) ַעד־ְקֵצ֥

https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.49.5-6
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Micah 4:2-5

(2) And the many nations shall go and shall say: 
“Come, Let us go up to the Mount of the LORD, / 
To the House of the God of Jacob; / That God may 
instruct us in God’s ways, / And that we may walk in 
God’s paths.” / For instruction shall come forth from 
Zion, / The word of the LORD from Jerusalem. (3) 
Thus God will judge among the many peoples, / And 
arbitrate for the multitude of nations, / However 
distant; / And they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares / And their spears into pruning hooks. / 
Nation shall not take up / Sword against nation; / 
They shall never again know war; (4) But every 
person shall sit / Under their grapevine or fig tree / 
And no one shall make them tremble. / For it was the 
LORD of Hosts who spoke. (5) Though all the 
peoples walk / Each in the names of its gods, / We 
will walk / In the name of the LORD our God / 
Forever and ever.

מיכה ד׳:ב׳-ה׳
ים ְוָאְֽמרּ֙ו ְל֣כּו ׀ ְונֲַעֶל֣ה ֶאל־ַהר־ה'  (ב) ְוָֽהְל֞כּו ּגֹוִי֣ם ַרִּב֗

י  יו ִּכ֤ ְרחָֹת֑ ֹֽ ה ְּבא יו ְונְֵלָכ֖ נּ֙ו ִמְּדָרָכ֔ ב ְויֹוֵר֙ ֹ֔ י יֲַעק ְוֶאל־ֵּבי֙ת ֱאֹלֵק֣
ין  ט ֵּב֚ ה ּוְדַבר־ה' ִמירּוָׁשָלִֽם׃ (ג) ְוָׁשַפ֗ א תֹוָר֔ ִמִּצּיֹו֙ן ֵּתֵצ֣
ים ַעד־ָר֑חֹוק ְוִכְּת֨תּו  יַח ְלגֹוִי֥ם ֲעֻצִמ֖ ים ְוהֹוִכ֛ ים ַרִּב֔ ַעִּמ֣

ֵתיֶה֙ם ְלַמזְֵמ֔רֹות ֹֽלא־יְִׂש֞אּו ּ֤גֹוי  ֹֽ ים ַוֲחנִית ם ְלִאִּת֗ ַחְרבֵֹתיֶה֜
יׁש  ֶרב ְוֹלא־יְִלְמ֥דּון ֖עֹוד ִמְלָחָמֽה׃ (ד) ְויְָׁש֗בּו ִא֣ ֶאל־ּגֹו֙י ֶח֔
י ה' ְצָב֖אֹות  יד ִּכי־ִפ֛ ין ַמֲחִר֑ ַחת ְּתֵאנָ֖תֹו ְוֵא֣ ַחת ַּגְפ֛נֹו ְוַת֥ ַּת֧

ְחנּו  יו ַוֲאנַ֗ ם ֱאֹלָק֑ יׁש ְּבֵׁש֣ ים יְֵל֕כּו ִא֖ ַעִּמ֔ י ָּכל־ָה֣ ִּדֵּבֽר׃ (ה) ִּכ֚
ינּו ְלעֹוָל֥ם ָוֶעֽד׃ (פ) נֵֵלְ֛ך ְּבֵׁשם־ה' ֱאֹלֵק֖

https://www.sefaria.org/Micah.4.2-5
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Theodore Herzl, “The Jewish State” (Der Judenstadt), 1896

We have sincerely tried everywhere to merge with the national communities in which we live, seeking 

only to preserve the faith of our fathers. It is not permitted us. In vain are we loyal patriots, sometimes 

super-loyal; in vain do we make the same sacrifices of life and property as our fellow citizens; in vain do 

we strive to enhance the fame of our native lands in the arts and sciences, or her wealth by trade and 

commerce. In our native lands where we have lived for centuries we are still decried as aliens, often by 

men whose ancestors had not yet come at a time when Jewish sighs had long been heard in the country...

Let me repeat once more my opening words: The Jews who will it shall achieve their State. We shall live at 

last as free men on our own soil, and in our own homes peacefully die. The world will be liberated by our 

freedom, enriched by our wealth, magnified by our greatness. And whatever we attempt there for our 

own benefit will redound mightily and beneficially to the good of all mankind.



Louis Brandeis, “The Jewish Problem: How to Solve It,” excerpt
From: Paul Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, eds., The Jew in the Modern World: A Documentary History, 2nd ed., 496 

Let no American imagine that Zionism is inconsistent with Patriotism. Multiple loyalties are objectionable only if 
they are inconsistent. A man is a better citizen of the United States for being also a loyal citizen of his state, and of 
his city; for being loyal to his family, and to his profession or trade; for being loyal to his college or his lodge. Every 
Irish American who contributed towards advancing home rule was a better man and a better American for the 
sacrifice he made. Every American Jew who aids in advancing the Jewish settlement in Palestine, though he feels 
that neither he nor his descendants will ever live there, will likewise be a better man and a better American for doing 
so. 

... 
America’s fundamental law seeks to make real the brotherhood of man. That brotherhood became the Jewish 

fundamental law more than twenty-five hundred years ago. America’s insistent demand in the twentieth century is for 
social justice. That also has been the Jews’ striving for ages. Their affliction as well as their religion has prepared the 
Jews for effective democracy. Persecution broadened their sympathies. It trained them in patient endurance, in 
self-control, and in sacrifice. It made them think as well as suffer. It deepened the passion for righteousness. 

Indeed, loyalty to America demands rather that each American Jew become a Zionist. For only through the 
ennobling effect of its strivings can we develop the best that is in us and give to this country the full benefit of our 
great inheritance. The Jewish spirit, so long preserved, the character developed by so many centuries of sacrifice, 
should be preserved and developed further, so that in America as elsewhere the sons of the race may in future live 
lives and do deeds worthy of their ancestors.



Mijal Bitton, “I’m a Sephardic Latina with an Intersectional Identity. That’s Why I Oppose the Women’s March,” The 
Forward, Jan. 15, 2019 (cont.)

I write to help explain why I am not marching, why my identity, which otherwise fits in within the intersectional fight for 
common liberation and for women’s rights, informs my refusal to participate in a movement led by individuals who have 
contributed to the normalization of anti-Semitic discourse, and who have yet, despite recent apologies, to regain the trust of 
many in the Jewish community in this issue, myself included. …

I write to express that there are feminist Jewish women, Jews of color, Hispanic Jews, Jewish immigrants, Mizrahi 
Jews, Sephardic Jews, Jews from Arab lands and others Jews with intersectional and marginalized identities who are making 
a conscientious choice to not join in the Women’s March, a decision partly informed by their own experiences of vulnerability 
and motivated by a determination to fight oppression through other means. 

My commitment to upholding anti-Semitism as a moral red line which determines who I will partner with was not 
awakened, as it was for some American Jews, by the terrible attack in Pittsburgh. While the shooting at Tree of Life 
synagogue stands out as the most deadly anti-Semitic attack on American soil, observers attuned to the experiences of other, 
smaller, Jewish communities around the world know that the post-Holocaust resurgence of anti-Semitism (if it ever went away) 
has older, more pervasive and more complex global manifestations. 

My political understanding of liberatory intersectionality includes not only Americans who suffer gender, racial, economic 
and other forms of inequalities, but also Jews around the world still facing one of the oldest forms of hatred that human history 
has witnessed. 

I write this, then, to challenge the dichotomy that has already begun to emerge, a dichotomy that posits an “either/or” 
worldview in which individuals who refuse to march in this particular Women’s Movement are portrayed as not caring for social 
or racial justice. 

I care. It is because I care that I am praying with my feet and marching away from the Women’s March.



Berakhot 11a:19-23
Rav Yeḥezkel taught: One who acted in 
accordance with Beit Shammai has acted 
appropriately and is not in violation of the halakha. 
One who acted in accordance with the opinion of 
Beit Hillel acted appropriately as well. However, 
Rav Yosef said: One who acts in accordance 
with the opinion of Beit Shammai has done 
nothing and is worthless… 
Rav Naḥman bar Yitzḥak stated: One who acted 
in accordance with Beit Shammai has acted so 
egregiously that he is liable to receive the death 
penalty, as we learned in our mishna that Rabbi 
Tarfon said: Once, I was coming on the road 
when I stopped and reclined to recite Shema in 
accordance with the statement of Beit 
Shammai. Yet in so doing, I endangered myself 
due to the highwaymen who accost travelers. The 
Sages said to him: You deserved to be liable to 
pay with your life, as you transgressed the 
statement of Beit Hillel.

ברכות י״א א:י״ט-כ״ג

ה,  אי — ָעׂשָ ּמַ ית ׁשַ ִדְבֵרי ּבֵ ה ּכְ ֵני ַרב ְיֶחְזֵקאל: ָעׂשָ ּתָ
ִדְבֵרי  ה ּכְ ה.  ַרב יֹוֵסף ָאַמר: ָעׂשָ ל — ָעׂשָ ית ִהּלֵ ִדְבֵרי ּבֵ ּכְ

ה ְולֹא ְכלוּם. ...  אי — לֹא ָעׂשָ ּמַ ית ׁשַ  ּבֵ

אי —  ּמַ ית ׁשַ ִדְבֵרי ּבֵ ה ּכְ ר ִיְצָחק ָאַמר: ָעׂשָ ַרב ַנְחָמן ּבַ
ֶרְך  ּדֶ א ּבַ י ַטְרפֹון: ֲאִני ָהִייִתי ּבָ ְתַנן, ָאַמר ַרּבִ ַחּיָיב ִמיָתה. ּדִ

ֵני  ַעְצִמי ִמּפְ י ּבְ ְנּתִ אי ְוִסּכַ ּמַ ית ׁשַ ִדְבֵרי ּבֵ ִתי ִלְקרֹות ּכְ ְוִהּטֵ
ָעַבְרּתָ  ַעְצְמךָ, ׁשֶ ַדאי ָהִייָת ָלחוּב ּבְ ְסִטים, ָאְמרוּ לֹו: ּכְ ַהּלִ

ל. ית ִהּלֵ ְבֵרי ּבֵ ַעל ּדִ

https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.11a.19-23
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What can/should give?









Our at-homeness







Pluralism
A shared belief to 
frame how chevruta 
engages in other 
beliefs (e.g., Zionism, 
social justice, etc.)

Chevruta
Friendship lived as 
covenantal partnership 
with deep respect, 
loving rebuke, and 
lasting commitment. 

A New “Family”
We recognize our differences, take 
time to understand each other, 
and--even if we don’t like each 
other--we sit together at the table.

A Proposal for Using the Models to Heal

We act like multiple generations 
each with their own home 
making room for family to feel 
at-home. Ideally, grandchildren 
are fully at home in each home.

Multi-Family Homes



Is it possible to choose between 'Jewishness' and Israel? ELLIOT COSGROVE   MARCH 9, 2021 06:55

I believe in a vibrant and dynamic expression of Judaism, one that is capable of inspiring our children and grandchildren in the 
faith of our ancestors. ...

I also believe that to be a Jew today is to live with Israel as a central pillar to my religious life. Some choose to live in Israel, 
some do not, but to not put one’s engagement, concern and support for Israel, the sole sovereign Jewish state and home to 
half of world Jewry at the forefront of one’s Judaism is to abdicate what it means to be a Jew. I could no sooner abandon my 
commitment to Israel as I could my commitment to prayer, mitzvot, Torah study or tikkun olam. ...

And yet, it would seem, I am being asked to choose.

I read the headlines coming out of Israel and feel that Diaspora Jewry is being told to choose between two essential aspects 
of our identities – our Jewish lives or our support for the State of Israel. It is a choice made all the more tortured because it is 
by way of my Judaism that our support for the State of Israel is derived. I don’t expect everyone to agree with me; at my core I 
am also a pluralist – everyone is entitled to their opinion. And yet I wonder if the leadership of Israel does not understand the 
consequences of their actions.

https://www.jpost.com/opinion/is-it-really-possible-to-choose-between-our-jewishness-and-israel-661357


Do they not know that 85% of AIPAC’s membership is constituted by self-identifying Reform and Conservative Jews? Have 
they not considered that it is not the smartest thing to call us dogs and clowns at the very moment the Biden administration is 
looking to rejoin the Iran nuclear deal? At the very moment that non-Orthodox American Jews are being asked to stand in the 
breach against the forces of BDS, defending Israel in the court of public opinion, is this really the moment you want to tell us 
that you don’t believe we, our children and grandchildren are Jewish?!

“How can I,” as one of my colleagues lamented, “fight against the delegitimization of Israel when the government of Israel 
delegitimizes me.” The recent rhetoric out of Israel is injudicious for a variety of tactical reasons. But most of all it is just 
downright wrong. For one Jew to demonize another is antithetical to every Jewish value I know, a knife at the heart of the 
Jewish people, and of deep personal offense to millions of American Jews.

Shver tsu zayn a yid. It’s hard to be a Jew. Blessed as we are to live in a time of a strong State of Israel and Diaspora Jewry, it 
can be hard to negotiate all the competing pulls on our Jewish souls. To my brothers and sisters in Israel, would it be too much 
to ask you to lend a hand and help me lighten my load and lift us all up higher? If it is a whipping boy you need, pick on Iran, 
pick on COVID, pick on the oil spill wreaking environmental havoc on Israel’s seashore. Pick on any number of challenges 
facing Israel – just not on your own brother. After all, we have a long journey ahead of us, and I know, and I would like to think 
somewhere deep down you also know, that the only way we will get there is if we do so together.



Israel Elections: Why I'm voting for Yair Lapid - opinion
YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI   MARCH 11, 2021 20:18

The centrist vision begins with Israel’s Declaration of Independence. The framers insisted on an Israel at once Jewish and 
democratic: the state of all Jews, whether or not they are its citizens; the state of all of its citizens, whether or not they are 
Jews. Through Israel’s formative years, this definition was self-evident to both right-wing and left-wing Israelis. David 
Ben-Gurion’s Labor Party was committed to Israel as a Jewish state, and Menachem Begin’s Likud was committed to Israel as 
a democratic state. 

In recent years, though, this foundational entwinement of Jewish and democratic identities has been under increasing assault. 
Lapid has defined defending the integrity of Jewish and democratic Israel as the core of the centrist mission. 

THAT MISSION means ensuring that all parts of Israeli society, including the Arab minority, are treated as shareholders in the 
country’s future. It also means ensuring that all parts of the Diaspora remain connected to Israel. A Jewish state is not the 
same as a Jewish community; it doesn’t belong to any one part of the Jewish people. The Israeli public space must reflect the 
totality of the Jewish experience; official Judaism cannot be entrusted to a single gatekeeper. To do so negates the Zionist 
commitment to Jewish peoplehood. ...  

I’ve spent much of my life as an Israeli voter being frustrated by one failed centrist party after another. Yesh Atid is the first 
centrist party that has proven its staying power – its ideological consistency and its ability to build a camp of devoted voters. 

Finally, I’m voting for Yair Lapid because he’s proven himself to be that rarest of Israeli politicians: a mensch. Compare his 
tone to other candidates: He focuses on the issues, avoids cheap shots, insists on treating us like grown-ups.

https://www.jpost.com/opinion/israel-elections-why-im-voting-for-yair-lapid-opinion-661734?fbclid=IwAR2Ct7eHNUq01t1asL5MKDi2vBDwW8q_zMMol0b-ABouxWeEFpXDEHQGlNo
https://www.jpost.com/author/yossi-klein-halevi


Recommended Materials
● Full text of Elliot Cosgrove op-ed
● Elliot Cosgrove full sermon
● Full text of Yossi Klein Halevi op-ed
Recommended Continuity
● For Heaven’s Sake podcast
● Identity/Crisis podcast

https://www.jpost.com/opinion/is-it-really-possible-to-choose-between-our-jewishness-and-israel-661357
https://pasyn.org/sermon/dont-make-me-choose
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/israel-elections-why-im-voting-for-yair-lapid-opinion-661734?fbclid=IwAR2Ct7eHNUq01t1asL5MKDi2vBDwW8q_zMMol0b-ABouxWeEFpXDEHQGlNo
https://www.hartman.org.il/program/for-heavens-sake-podcast/
https://www.hartman.org.il/program/identity-crisis-podcast/

