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Agenda for February 21, 2021

I. Welcome

II. Which nationalism is harder for you to 

articulate?

III. Anti-Semitism
A. Definitions 

B. Us-Them Sources

IV. Peoplehood and Boundaries of Difference
A. Sources

B. Categories

V. Contemporary Anti-Semitism
A. Right-Left

1. Historically
2. Today

B. What to Do?

VI. Between Now and Next Class

A. Recommended Materials

B. Experience Purim with an eye on joy 

not fear



Syllabus
Part I: Stories of Jewish Peoplehood 
Unit 1: From No Home to Two Homes 
Unit 2: Judaism of Being 
Unit 3: Judaism of Becoming 
Unit 4: On Universalism and Particularism 
Part II: Contemporary Challenges to Jewish 
Peoplehood 
Unit 5: Between Nationalism, Ultra-Nationalism, and 
Fascism
Unit 6: Moral Implications of Jewish Nationalism 
Unit 7: Israel’s Nation-State Law: Ramifications for a 
Jewish and Democratic State 
Unit 8: Antisemitism as a Divisive Force 
Unit 9: Antisemitism and Anti-Zionism 
Unit 10: The Accusation and Dilemma of Dual Loyalties 
Unit 11: “What’s Good for the Jews?” Identity Politics in 
North America 

Part I: Jewish Peoplehood 
January 3: Introduction From No Home to Two Homes 

January 17: Judaism as Ethics and Beliefs 
(Units 2 & 3)

January 24: On Universalism and Particularism 

Part II: Challenges to Jewish Peoplehood 
February 15*: Nationalism

(Units 5, 6, & 7)

February 21: Antisemitism  
(Units 8 & 9)

February 28 Dual Loyalties and Identity Politics 
 (Units 10 & 11)



Syllabus (cont.)

Part III: New Relationship Models for Jewish 
Peoplehood 
Unit 12: From Family to Consumer 
Unit 13: Shared Believers, Partners, and Investors 
Unit 14: At-Homeness 

Part III: New Models of Peoplehood 
March 7: Models to Consider

(Units 12 & 13)

March 14: At-Home-ness 



President Trump   Rep. Ilhan Omar
is not an anti-          is not an anti-
Semite…    Semite...
He traffics with them.         She expresses 

     anti-Semitic tropes.



Defining Anti-Semitism

Donniel Hartman’s minimal definition:  “The vilification of Jews qua Jews.”

Yossi Klein Halevi’s red line definition:  “Lethal Jew hatred”



Defining Anti-Semitism
Natan Sharansky, “3D Test of Anti-Semitism: Demonization, Double Standards, 
Delegitimization,” Jewish Political Studies Review 16 (Fall 2004), 3-4

Demonization: “when Israel’s actions are blown out of all sensible proportion…”

Double Standards: “when criticism of Israel is applied selectively…”

Delegitimization: “when Israel’s fundamental right to exist is denied…”

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)’s Working definition:

“Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. 
Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or 
non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions and 
religious facilities.” [examples given]

https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-definition-antisemitism


Sources on Jews as Other



Exodus 1:7-12
(7) But the Israelites were fertile and prolific; they 
multiplied and increased very greatly, so that the 
land was filled with them. (8) A new king arose over 
Egypt who did not know Joseph. (9) And he said to 
his people, “Look, the Israelite people are much 
too numerous for us. (10) Let us deal shrewdly 
with them, so that they may not increase; 
otherwise in the event of war they may join our 
enemies in fighting against us and rise from the 
ground.” (11) So they set taskmasters over them to 
oppress them with forced labor; and they built 
garrison cities for Pharaoh: Pithom and Raamses. 
(12) But the more they were oppressed, the more 
they increased and spread out, so that the 
[Egyptians] came to dread the Israelites.

שמות א׳:ז׳-י״ב

ד  ֹ֑ ד ְמא ֹ֣ ְמא ְר֛צוּ ַוּיְִרּ֥בוּ ַוּיַַֽעְצ֖מוּ ּבִ ׁשְ ֧רוּ ַוּֽיִ ל ּפָ ָרֵא֗ י ִיׂשְ (ז) וְּבֵנ֣
ִים  ׁש ַעל־ִמְצָר֑ ֶרץ אָֹתֽם׃ (פ) (ח) ַוָּיָ֥קם ֶמֶֽלְך־ָחָד֖ א ָהָא֖ ֵל֥ ּמָ ַוּתִ
י  ֵנ֣ ם ּבְ ה ַע֚ אֶמר ֶאל־ַעּ֑מֹו ִהּנֵ֗ ֹ֖ ע ֶאת־יֹוֵסֽף׃ (ט) ַוּי ֹֽא־יַָד֖ ר ל ֲאֶׁש֥
ה  ן־ִיְרֶּב֗ ה ֑לֹו ּפֶ ָמ֖ ָבה ִנְֽתַחּכְ ּֽנּו׃ (י) ָה֥ ב ְוָע֖צּום ִמּמֶ ל ַר֥ ָרֵא֔ ִיׂשְ

ינּו  ְנֵא֔ ֹ֣ ם־הּו֙א ַעל־ׂש ף ּגַ אָנה ִמְלָחָמ֙ה ְונֹוַס֤ ֽי־ִתְקֶר֤ ה ּכִ ְוָהיָ֞
ים  י ִמִּס֔ ֵר֣ ימוּ ָעָלי֙ו ׂשָ ה ִמן־ָהָאֶֽרץ׃ (יא) ַוּיִָׂש֤ נּו ְוָעָל֥ ְוִנְלַחם־ָּב֖
ם  ֹ֖ ת ה ֶאת־ּפִ ֹ֔ נֹו֙ת ְלַפְרע י ִמְסּכְ ֶבן ָעֵר֤ ם ַוּיִ֜ ִסְבלָֹת֑ ַען ַעּנֹ֖תֹו ּבְ ְלַמ֥

ץ  ֹ֑ ן ִיְפר ה ְוֵכ֣ ן ִיְרֶּב֖ ֙ר ְיַעּ֣נוּ אֹ֔תֹו ֵּכ֥ ְוֶאת־ַרַעְמֵסֽס׃ (יב) ְוַכֲאׁשֶ
ָרֵאֽל׃ ֵנ֥י ִיׂשְ י ּבְ ֵנ֖ צוּ ִמּפְ ַוּיָֻק֕

https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.1.7-12
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.1.7-12


Numbers 23:9-11
(9) As I see them from the 
mountain tops, Gaze on them from 
the heights, There is a people 
that dwells apart, Not reckoned 
among the nations, (10) Who 
can count the dust of Jacob, 
Number the dust-cloud of 
Israel? May I die the death of the 
upright, May my fate be like theirs! 
(11) Then Balak said to Balaam, 
“What have you done to me? Here 
I brought you to damn my 
enemies, and instead you have 
blessed them!”

במדבר כ״ג:ט׳-י״א

ָב֖עֹות  ּנוּ וִּמּגְ אׁש ֻצִרי֙ם ֶאְרֶא֔ ֹ֤ ֽי־ֵמר (ט) ּכִ
ם ֹ֥לא  ן ּוַבּגֹוִי֖ ֹ֔ ּכ ד ִיׁשְ ּנוּ ֶהן־ָע֙ם ְלָבָד֣ ֲאׁשוֶּר֑

ב  ֹ֔ ר ַיֲעק י ָמָנ֙ה ֲעַפ֣ ֽב׃ (י) ִמ֤ ָ ִיְתַחׁשּ
֙י  ת ַנְפׁשִ ֹ֤ מ ל ּתָ ָרֵא֑ ַבע ִיׂשְ ֹ֣ ר ֶאת־ר ּוִמְסָּפ֖

מֹֽהוּ׃ (יא)  י ּכָ י ַאֲחִריִת֖ ים וְּתִה֥ ִר֔ ֣מֹות ְיׁשָ
י  יָת ִל֑ ה ָעִׂש֖ ם ֶמ֥ ְלָע֔ ָל֙ק ֶאל־ּבִ אֶמר ּבָ ֹ֤ ַוּי

ְכּתָ ָבֵרְֽך׃ ַר֥ ה ּבֵ יָך ְוִהֵּנ֖ ב אְֹיַב֙י ְלַקְחִּת֔ ֹ֤ ָלק

https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.23.9-11
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.23.9-11


Esther 3:5-9
(5) When Haman saw that Mordecai would not 
kneel or bow low to him, Haman was filled with 
rage. (6) But he disdained to lay hands on 
Mordecai alone; having been told who Mordecai’s 
people were, Haman plotted to do away with all the 
Jews, Mordecai’s people, throughout the kingdom 
of Ahasuerus. (7) In the first month, that is, the 
month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King 
Ahasuerus, pur—which means “the lot”—was cast 
before Haman concerning every day and every 
month, [until it fell on] the twelfth month, that is, the 
month of Adar. (8) Haman then said to King 
Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered 
and dispersed among the other peoples in all 
the provinces of your realm, whose laws are 
different from those of any other people and 
who do not obey the king’s laws; and it is not in 
Your Majesty’s interest to tolerate them. (9) If it 
please Your Majesty, let an edict be drawn for 
their destruction, and I will pay ten thousand 
talents of silver to the stewards for deposit in the 
royal treasury.”

אסתר ג׳:ה׳-ט׳

א  ֵל֥ ּמָ ה ֑לֹו ַוּיִ ֲחֶו֖ ּתַ ַע וִּמֽׁשְ י ּכֵֹר֥ ַכ֔ ין ָמְרּדֳ י־ֵא֣ ן ּכִ (ה) ַוַּיְ֣רא ָהָמ֔
ֽי־ י ְלַבּ֔דֹו ּכִ ַכ֣ ָמְרּדֳ ֹ֤לח יָ֙ד ּבְ יו ִלׁשְ ֵעינָ֗ ן ֵחָמֽה׃ (ו) ַוִּיֶ֣בז ּבְ ָהָמ֖
ל־ יד ֶאת־ּכָ ִמ֧ ן ְלַהׁשְ ׁש ָהָמ֗ י ַוְיַבֵּק֣ ָכ֑ ם ָמְרּדֳ ידוּ ֖לֹו ֶאת־ַע֣ ִהִּג֥
ָכֽי׃ (ז)  ם ָמְרּדֳ ֵו֖רֹוׁש ַע֥ ָכל־ַמְל֥כוּת ֲאַחׁשְ ר ּבְ ים ֲאֶׁש֛ ַהּיְהוִּד֛

ֶלְך  ה ַלֶּמ֖ ֵר֔ ים ֶעׂשְ ֵּת֣ ַנ֙ת ׁשְ ׁשְ ן ּבִ ֶדׁש ִניָס֔ ֹ֣ ֶדׁש ָהִראׁשֹו֙ן הוּא־ח ֹ֤ ח ּבַ
ן ִמּ֧יֹום ׀ ְל֛יֹום  י ָהָמ֗ ל ִלְפֵנ֣ יל ּפוּ֩ר ֨הוּא ַהּגֹוָר֜ ֵו֑רֹוׁש ִהִּפ֣ ֲאַחׁשְ

ֶדׁש ֲאָדֽר׃ (ס) (ח)  ֹ֥ ר הוּא־ח ֵנים־ָעָׂש֖ ֶדׁש ׁשְ ֹ֥ ֶדׁש ְלח ֹ֛ וֵּמח
ר  ד ְמֻפָּז֤ ֣נֹו ַעם־ֶאָח֗ ֵו֔רֹוׁש יֶׁשְ ֶלְך ֲאַחׁשְ אֶמר ָהָמ֙ן ַלֶּמ֣ ֹ֤ ַוּי

ם ׁשֹ֣נֹות  ָך ְוָדֵתיֶה֞ ל ְמִדי֣נֹות ַמְלכּוֶת֑ ֹ֖ כ ים ּבְ ין ָהַֽעִּמ֔ ּוְמפָֹר֙ד ֵּב֣
ה  ֶלְך ֵאין־ׁשֶֹו֖ ים ְוַלֶּמ֥ ם עִֹׂש֔ ֶלְ֙ך ֵאיָנ֣ י ַהֶּמ֙ ֵת֤ ם ְוֶאת־ּדָ ִמּכָל־ָע֗
ֶרת  ם ַוֲעֶׂש֨ ָד֑ ב ְלַאּבְ ֵת֖ ֶלְך ֔טֹוב ִיּכָ יָחֽם׃ (ט) ִאם־ַעל־ַהֶּמ֣ ְלַהּנִ

יא  ה ְלָהִב֖ ָלאָכ֔ י ַהּמְ קֹול֙ ַעל־ְיֵד֙י עֵֹׂש֣ ֶסף ֶאׁשְ ר־ֶּכ֗ ּכַ ים ּכִ ֲאָלִפ֜
ֶֽלְך׃ ְנֵז֥י ַהּמֶ ֶאל־ּגִ

https://www.sefaria.org/Esther.3.5-9
https://www.sefaria.org/Esther.3.5-9


Pesach Haggadah, Magid
And it is this that has stood for our 
ancestors and for us; since it is 
not [only] one [person or nation] 
that has stood [against] us to 
destroy us, but rather in each 
generation, they stand [against] 
us to destroy us, but the Holy 
One, blessed be He, rescues us 
from their hand. 

הגדה של פסח, מגיד

ּלֹא  ָעְמָדה ַלֲאבֹוֵתינוּ ְוָלנוּ. ׁשֶ ְוִהיא ׁשֶ
ְלָבד ָעַמד ָעֵלינּו ְלַכּלֹוֵתנּו,  ֶאָחד ּבִ

ָכל ּדֹור ָודֹור עֹוְמִדים ָעֵלינּו  ּבְ א ׁשֶ ֶאּלָ
יֵלנוּ  רוְּך הוּא ַמּצִ דֹוׁש ּבָ ְלַכלֹוֵתנּו, ְוַהּקָ

ִמּיָָדם. 

Pesach Haggadah, Pour Out Thy Wrath

Pour your wrath upon the nations that did 
not know You and upon the kingdoms that 
did not call upon Your Name! Since they 
have consumed Ya'akov and laid waste his 
habitation (Psalms 79:6-7). Pour out Your 
fury upon them and the fierceness of Your 
anger shall reach them (Psalms 69:25)! You 
shall pursue them with anger and eradicate 
them from under the skies of the Lord 
(Lamentations 3:66).

הגדה של פסח, שפוך חמתך

ר לֹא ְיָדעוָּך ְוַעל־ פְֹך ֲחָמְתָך ֶאל־ַהּגֹוִים ֲאׁשֶ ׁשְ
י ָאַכל ֶאת־ ְמָך לֹא ָקָראוּ. ּכִ ׁשִ ר ּבְ ַמְמָלכֹות ֲאׁשֶ

ָפְך־ֲעֵליֶהם ַזֲעֶמָך ַוֲחרֹון  ּמוּ. ׁשְ ַיֲעקֹב ְוֶאת־ָנֵוהוּ ֵהׁשַ
ֵמי  ַחת ׁשְ ִמיֵדם ִמּתַ ַאף ְוַתׁשְ ְרדֹף ּבְ יֵגם. ּתִ ִ ָך ַיׂשּ ַאּפְ

ה'.

https://www.sefaria.org/Pesach_Haggadah,_Magid,_In_the_Beginning_Our_Fathers_Were_Idol_Worshipers.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pesach_Haggadah,_Magid,_In_the_Beginning_Our_Fathers_Were_Idol_Worshipers.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pesach_Haggadah,_Barech,_Pour_Out_Thy_Wrath
https://www.sefaria.org/Pesach_Haggadah,_Barech,_Pour_Out_Thy_Wrath


Yevamot 47a:13
The Sages taught in a baraita: With 
regard to a potential convert who comes 
to a court in order to convert, at the 
present time, when the Jews are in exile, 
the judges of the court say to him: What 
did you see that motivated you to come 
to convert? Don’t you know that the 
Jewish people at the present time are 
anguished, suppressed, despised, and 
harassed, and hardships are frequently 
visited upon them? If he says: I know, 
and although I am unworthy of joining the 
Jewish people and sharing in their sorrow, 
I nevertheless desire to do so, then the 
court accepts him immediately to begin 
the conversion process.

יבמות מ״ז א:י״ג

תנו רבנן גר שבא להתגייר בזמן הזה אומרים 
לו מה ראית שבאת להתגייר אי אתה יודע 
שישראל בזמן הזה דוויים דחופים סחופים 

ומטורפין ויסורין באין עליהם אם אומר יודע 
אני ואיני כדאי מקבלין אותו מיד

https://www.sefaria.org/Yevamot.47a.13


Sources on boundaries of Jewish 
peoplehood



Pesach Haggadah, The Four Sons 
The wicked one, what do they say? 
"'What is this service to you?'" 'To 
you' and not 'to them.' And since 
they excluded themself from the 
collective, they are a heretic in 
the essence. You, therefore, blunt 
his teeth and say to them, "'It is 
because of this that the Lord did 
for me when I left Egypt.'" 'For me' 
but not 'for them.' If they had been 
there, they would not have been 
saved. 

הגדה של פסח, כנגד ארבעה בנים 

ע ָמה הוּא אֹוֵמר? ָמה ָהֲעבֹוָדה  ָרׁשָ
ַהזּאֹת ָלֶכם. ָלֶכם – ְולֹא לֹו. ּוְלִפי 

ַפר  ָלל ּכָ הֹוִציא ֶאת ַעְצמֹו ִמן ַהּכְ ׁשֶ
ּנָיו  ה ַהְקֵהה ֶאת ׁשִ ר. ְוַאף ַאּתָ ִעּקָ ּבְ
ה ה' ִלי  ֲעבוּר ֶזה ָעׂשָ ֶוֱאמֹור לֹו: "ּבַ

ְצָרִים". ִלי ְולֹא־לֹו. ִאּלוּ  ֵצאִתי ִמּמִ ּבְ
ם, לֹא ָהיָה ִנְגָאל:  ָהיָה ׁשָ

https://www.sefaria.org/Pesach_Haggadah,_Magid,_The_Four_Sons.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Pesach_Haggadah,_Magid,_The_Four_Sons.3


Berakhot 10b
MISHNA: Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disputed the 
proper way to recite Shema. Beit Shammai say: in 
the manner indicated in the text of Shema itself. in 
the evening every person must recline and in 
the morning he must stand, as it is stated: 
“When you lie down, and when you rise.” And 
Beit Hillel say: Every person recites Shema as 
he is, as it is stated: “And when you walk along 
the way.” If so, according to Beit Hillel, why was it 
stated: “When you lie down, and when you 
rise”? Merely to denote time: at the time when 
people lie down and the time when people rise. 
Rabbi Tarfon said: Once, I was coming on the 
road when I stopped and reclined to recite Shema 
in accordance with the statement of Beit 
Shammai. Yet in so doing, I endangered myself 
due to the highwaymen [listim] who accost 
travelers. The Sages said to him: You deserved 
to be liable to pay with your life, as you 
transgressed the statement of Beit Hillel. 

ברכות י׳ ב:ל״ז-מ״א

ה  ל ָאָדם ַיּטֶ ֶעֶרב — ּכָ אי אֹוְמִרים: ּבָ ּמַ ית ׁשַ ַמְתִני׳ ּבֵ
ָך וְּבקוֶּמָך״.  ְכּבְ ּנֱֶאַמר: ״וְּבׁשָ וֵּבית ְוִיְקָרא. וַּבּבֶֹקר ַיֲעמֹוד, ׁשֶ

ָך  ּנֱֶאַמר ״וְּבֶלְכּתְ ַדְרּכֹו. ׁשֶ ל ָאָדם קֹוֵרא ּכְ ל אֹוְמִרים: ּכָ ִהּלֵ
ָעה  ׁשָ ָך וְּבקוֶּמָך״ — ּבְ ְכּבְ ה ֶנֱאַמר ״וְּבׁשָ ן ָלּמָ ֶרְך״. ִאם ּכֵ ַבּדֶ

ֵני ָאָדם עֹוְמִדים. ָאַמר  ּבְ ָעה ׁשֶ ֵני ָאָדם ׁשֹוְכִבים וְּבׁשָ ּבְ ׁשֶ
ִדְבֵרי  ִתי ִלְקרֹות ּכְ ֶרְך ְוִהּטֵ ּדֶ א ּבַ י ַטְרפֹון: ֲאִני ָהִייִתי ּבָ ַרּבִ

ְסִטים. ָאְמרוּ לֹו:  ֵני ַהּלִ ַעְצִמי ִמּפְ י ּבְ ְנּתִ אי. ְוִסּכַ ּמַ ית ׁשַ ַדי ּבֵ ּכְ
ל. ית ִהּלֵ ְבֵרי ּבֵ ָעַבְרּתָ ַעל ּדִ ַעְצְמךָ, ׁשֶ ָהִייָת ָלחוּב ּבְ

https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.10b.37-41


Berakhot 11a:19-23
Rav Yeḥezkel taught: One who acted in 
accordance with Beit Shammai has acted 
appropriately and is not in violation of the halakha. 
One who acted in accordance with the opinion of 
Beit Hillel acted appropriately as well. However, 
Rav Yosef said: One who acts in accordance 
with the opinion of Beit Shammai has done 
nothing and is worthless… 
Rav Naḥman bar Yitzḥak stated: One who acted 
in accordance with Beit Shammai has acted so 
egregiously that he is liable to receive the death 
penalty, as we learned in our mishna that Rabbi 
Tarfon said: Once, I was coming on the road 
when I stopped and reclined to recite Shema in 
accordance with the statement of Beit 
Shammai. Yet in so doing, I endangered myself 
due to the highwaymen who accost travelers. The 
Sages said to him: You deserved to be liable to 
pay with your life, as you transgressed the 
statement of Beit Hillel.

ברכות י״א א:י״ט-כ״ג

ה,  אי — ָעׂשָ ּמַ ית ׁשַ ִדְבֵרי ּבֵ ה ּכְ ֵני ַרב ְיֶחְזֵקאל: ָעׂשָ ּתָ
ִדְבֵרי  ה ּכְ ה.  ַרב יֹוֵסף ָאַמר: ָעׂשָ ל — ָעׂשָ ית ִהּלֵ ִדְבֵרי ּבֵ ּכְ

ה ְולֹא ְכלוּם. ...  אי — לֹא ָעׂשָ ּמַ ית ׁשַ  ּבֵ

אי —  ּמַ ית ׁשַ ִדְבֵרי ּבֵ ה ּכְ ר ִיְצָחק ָאַמר: ָעׂשָ ַרב ַנְחָמן ּבַ
ֶרְך  ּדֶ א ּבַ י ַטְרפֹון: ֲאִני ָהִייִתי ּבָ ְתַנן, ָאַמר ַרּבִ ַחּיָיב ִמיָתה. ּדִ

ֵני  ַעְצִמי ִמּפְ י ּבְ ְנּתִ אי ְוִסּכַ ּמַ ית ׁשַ ִדְבֵרי ּבֵ ִתי ִלְקרֹות ּכְ ְוִהּטֵ
ָעַבְרּתָ  ַעְצְמךָ, ׁשֶ ַדאי ָהִייָת ָלחוּב ּבְ ְסִטים, ָאְמרוּ לֹו: ּכְ ַהּלִ

ל. ית ִהּלֵ ְבֵרי ּבֵ ַעל ּדִ

https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.11a.19-23


Chullin 5a:10-12
The Sages stated: One accepts offerings from 
Jewish transgressors so that they will 
consequently repent, except for the apostate, 
one who pours wine as a libation to idolatry, and 
one who desecrates Shabbat in public. This 
baraita itself is self-contradictory. Initially, It said: 
“Of you,” indicating: But not all of you. This 
serves to exclude the apostate, from whom an 
offering is not accepted. And then the tanna 
teaches: One accepts offerings from Jewish 
transgressors. The Gemara answers: This is not 
difficult. The first clause states that an offering is 
not accepted from an apostate with regard to the 
entire Torah. The middle clause states that one 
accepts an offering from an apostate with regard 
to one matter.

חולין ה׳ א:י׳-י״ב

מכאן אמרו מקבלין קרבנות מפושעי ישראל כדי 
שיחזרו בהן בתשובה חוץ מן המומר ומנסך את היין 

ומחלל שבתות בפרהסיא הא גופא קשיא אמרת 'מכם' 
ולא כולכם להוציא את המומר והדר תני מקבלין 

 קרבנות מפושעי ישראל הא לא קשיא רישא מומר לכל
התורה כולה מציעתא מומר לדבר אחד

https://www.sefaria.org/Chullin.5a.10-12
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Boundaries within Judaism

Pluralism Tolerance Deviance

● Equally legitimate
● Valuable choice

● Wrong, Inferior Choice
● Respect others’ 

freedom to choose 
“poorly”

● Others’ choice poses 
no threat

● Unacceptable, 
Intolerable

● Harmful, dangerous

At the table In the room Not allowed in the room



Boundaries around Deviance

Tolerable Deviance Intolerable Deviance

Hate the behavior, not the person “Cancel,” shun, excommunicate

● Apostasy in one matter ● Apostasy in all of Torah

● Driving more than 75 mph ● DWI or DUI



Alana Newhouse, “American Yahrzeit,” Tablet Magazine, October 29, 2018

...Many well-intentioned Americans, including many Jews, appear to have difficulty believing that anti-Semitism is unique and entirely 

unrelated to who Jews are or what they do. But it is. And to explain Bowers’ motives as anything other than the purest expression of the 

thought-virus he carried—as a political act, or an exercise in some other kind of applied reason—is to participate in the killer’s own 

sickness.

The widespread dismissal, on both the right and left, of the reality of anti-Semitism often shows a profound misunderstanding of what 

anti-Semitism is and how it operates. There are reasons for this misunderstanding, of course. There is the nature of anti-Semitism itself, 

which doesn’t fit easily into a contemporary conversation about prejudice rooted in American ideas about race, gender, and sexual 

orientation. There is political opportunism. There is fear. There is the widespread American ignorance of history, which comes from the 

belief that we, as Americans, exist outside of history, or are in the process of transcending history, in order to achieve a more perfect 

union with whatever form of the divine.

Among American Jews, there is also the fact that we are conditioned both by the American mythos and by our own history to think of 

anti-Semitism as something that happens there, rather than here…

People who argue that powerful people who consort with anti-Semites don’t mean it, or can’t be held responsible for their actions or 

alliances, are not our friends—whether they claim to represent the right or the left. They are the friends of people who want to kill us. 

Those who argue—from the right or the left—that anti-Semitism should be tolerated as part of a larger struggle against some much 

bigger force of darkness, those people are arguing for the tolerance of anti-Semitism, against the interests of our community…



Deborah Lipstadt, “Jewish Myopia in a Perfect Storm of Antisemitism,” Times of Israel, January 27, 
2019

So why is today’s surge in Jew-hatred different – and particularly alarming? Generally, antisemitism 

has come from either the right or the left. But today, it comes from three different sides at the same 

time… To make all this worse, some Jews have politicized the fight against this torrent of hatred. 

Many are prone to see antisemitism only on the other side of the political transom, even as they fail 

to see it within their own camp. 



President Trump   Rep. Ilhan Omar
is not an anti-          is not an anti-
Semite…    Semite...
He traffics with them.             She expresses 

     anti-Semitic tropes.



President Trump   Rep. Ilhan Omar
is not an anti-          is not an anti-
Semite…    Semite...
He traffics with them.             She expresses 

     anti-Semitic tropes.



Recommended Materials
● *Pastoral Letter to Shir Tikvah (MN)
● For more on pluralism vs tolerance vs 

deviance, sourcebook pages 171-182+
● For more on Soviet anti-Semitism, 

sourcebook pages 191-201
● On IHRA’s working definition as law, podcast

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bh2zxQN3HB2oxULFZ1eeT9908usL0ZZuFfzveJsEadU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hartman.org.il/identity-crisis-45-does-antisemitism-need-a-legal-definition/

