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Part I: Stories of Jewish Peoplehood
Unit 1: From No Home to Two Homes
Unit 2: Judaism of Being
Unit 3: Judaism of Becoming
Unit 4: On Universalism and Particularism
Part II: Contemporary Challenges to Jewish
Peoplehood
Unit 5: Between Nationalism, Ultra-Nationalism, and
Fascism
Unit 6: Moral Implications of Jewish Nationalism
Unit 7: Israel’s Nation-State Law: Ramiﬁcations for a
Jewish and Democratic State
Unit 8: Antisemitism as a Divisive Force
Unit 9: Antisemitism and Anti-Zionism
Unit 10: The Accusation and Dilemma of Dual Loyalties
Unit 11: “What’s Good for the Jews?” Identity Politics in
North America

Part I: Jewish Peoplehood
January 3: Introduction From No Home to Two Homes
January 17: Judaism as Ethics and Beliefs
(Units 2 & 3)
January 24: On Universalism and Particularism
Part II: Challenges to Jewish Peoplehood
February 15*: Nationalism
(Units 5, 6, & 7)
February 21: Antisemitism
(Units 8 & 9)
February 28 Dual Loyalties and Identity Politics
(Units 10 & 11)

Syllabus (cont.)
Part III: New Relationship Models for Jewish
Peoplehood
Unit 12: From Family to Consumer
Unit 13: Shared Believers, Partners, and Investors
Unit 14: At-Homeness

Part III: New Models of Peoplehood
March 7: Models to Consider
(Units 12 & 13)
March 14: At-Home-ness

President Trump Rep. Ilhan Omar
is not an antiis not an antiSemite…
Semite...
He traﬃcs with them.

She expresses
anti-Semitic tropes.

Deﬁning Anti-Semitism
Donniel Hartman’s minimal deﬁnition: “The viliﬁcation of Jews qua Jews.”
Yossi Klein Halevi’s red line deﬁnition: “Lethal Jew hatred”

Deﬁning Anti-Semitism
Natan Sharansky, “3D Test of Anti-Semitism: Demonization, Double Standards,
Delegitimization,” Jewish Political Studies Review 16 (Fall 2004), 3-4
Demonization: “when Israel’s actions are blown out of all sensible proportion…”
Double Standards: “when criticism of Israel is applied selectively…”
Delegitimization: “when Israel’s fundamental right to exist is denied…”
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)’s Working deﬁnition:
“Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews.
Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or
non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions and
religious facilities.” [examples given]

Sources on Jews as Other

Exodus 1:7-12

(7) But the Israelites were fertile and prolific; they
multiplied and increased very greatly, so that the
land was filled with them. (8) A new king arose over
Egypt who did not know Joseph. (9) And he said to
his people, “Look, the Israelite people are much
too numerous for us. (10) Let us deal shrewdly
with them, so that they may not increase;
otherwise in the event of war they may join our
enemies in fighting against us and rise from the
ground.” (11) So they set taskmasters over them to
oppress them with forced labor; and they built
garrison cities for Pharaoh: Pithom and Raamses.
(12) But the more they were oppressed, the more
they increased and spread out, so that the
[Egyptians] came to dread the Israelites.

י״ב-ז׳:שמות א׳
)ז( וּבְ ֵנ֣י ִי ְׂש ָר ֵ֗אל ּפ ָ֧רוּ ַ ֽו ּי ׁ ְִש ְרצ֛ וּ ַו ּי ְִרבּ֥ וּ ַו ַּיֽעַ צְ ֖מוּ ִּבמְ ֣א ֹד מְ ֑א ֹד
ו ִַּת ּ ָמלֵ ֥א הָ ָ ֖א ֶרץ א ֹתָ ֽם׃ )פ( )ח( ַו ָיּ ֥קָ ם מֶ ֽ ֶלךְ־חָ ָ ֖ד ׁש עַ ל־מִ צְ ָ ֑ריִם
ֲשׁר לֹֽא־י ַ ָ֖דע אֶ ת־יו ֵֹסֽף׃ )ט( ו ַ֖יּ ֹאמֶ ר אֶ ל־עַ ֑מּ ֹו הִ ֵ֗נּה ֚ ַעם ְּב ֵנ֣י
ֶ֥ א
מ ּנוּ׃ )י( ָ ֥הבָה ִנ ְֽתחַ ְּכ ָ ֖מה ֑ל ֹו ּפֶן־י ְִר ֶ֗בּה
ֽ ֶ ּ ִִי ְׂש ָראֵ֔ ל ַ ֥רב וְ עָ ֖צוּם מ
ל־שׂ ֹנְאֵ֔ ינ ּו
֣ ַֽי־ת ְק ֶ ֤ראנָה מִ לְ חָ מָ ה֙ וְ נו ַ ֹ֤סף ּגַם־ה ּו ֙א ע
ִ וְ הָ ֞יָה ִּכ
ש ֵ ֣רי מִ ִ֔סּים
ׂ ָ ם־בּנ ּו וְעָ לָ ֥ה מִ ן־הָ אָ ֶֽרץ׃ )יא( ַו ּי ִ ָ֤שׂימוּ עָ לָי ֙ו
֖ ָ ַוְ נִלְ ח
ת־פ ֖ת ֹם
ִ ּ ֶלְ מַ ֥עַ ן עַ ּנ ֹ֖ת ֹו ְּבסִ בְ ל ָ ֹ֑תם ַו ִ֜יּבֶן עָ ֵ ֤רי מִ סְ ְּכנ ֹו ֙ת לְ פ ְַר ֔ע ֹה א
ֲש ֙ר יְעַ נּ֣ וּ א ֹ֔ת ֹו כֵּ ֥ן י ְִר ֶ ֖בּה ו ְֵכ֣ן יִפְ ֑ר ֹץ
ֶ ׁ ת־רעַ מְ סֵ ֽס׃ )יב( ְו ַכא
ַ ֶוְא
ַו ּיָ ֻ֕קצוּ מִ ּ ְפ ֵנ֖י ְּבנֵ ֥י ִי ְׂש ָראֵ ֽל׃

Numbers 23:9-11

(9) As I see them from the
mountain tops, Gaze on them from
the heights, There is a people
that dwells apart, Not reckoned
among the nations, (10) Who
can count the dust of Jacob,
Number the dust-cloud of
Israel? May I die the death of the
upright, May my fate be like theirs!
(11) Then Balak said to Balaam,
“What have you done to me? Here
I brought you to damn my
enemies, and instead you have
blessed them!”

י״א-ט׳:במדבר כ״ג
אש צ ִֻרים֙ אֶ ְר ֶ֔א ּנוּ וּמִ ְ ּגב ָ֖עוֹת
ׁ ֹ )ט( ִּכֽי־מֵ ֤ר
ִש ֔כּ ֹן ּו ַב ּג ֹו ִי֖ם ֹל֥ א
ְ ׁ א ֲׁשו ֶ ּ֑ר ּנוּ הֶ ן־עָ ם֙ לְ ב ָ ָ֣דד י
שֽב׃ )י( ִ ֤מי מָ נָה֙ ע ֲַפ֣ר ַיע ֲ֔ק ֹב
ָ ּ ׁ ַי ְִתח
ת־ר ֹבַע ִי ְׂש ָר ֵ ֑אל ּ ָת ֤מ ֹת נַפְ ׁ ִש ֙י
֣ ֶוּמִ סְ ָ ֖פּר א
(יתי ּ ָכמֹֽהוּ׃ )יא
֖ ִ ְש ִ֔רים ו ְּת ִה֥י אַ ח ֲִר
ָ ׁ ֣מוֹת י
ל־בלְ ָ֔עם מֶ ֥ה עָ ִ ֖שׂיתָ ִל֑י
ִּ ֶוַיֹּ֤אמֶ ר ּ ָבלָק֙ א
ָרךְ׃
ֽ ֵ ל ָ֤ק ֹב אֹיְבַ ֙י לְ קַ חְ תִּ֔ י ָך וְהִ ֵנּ֖ה ּב ַ ֵ֥רכְ ּ ָת ב

Esther 3:5-9

(5) When Haman saw that Mordecai would not
kneel or bow low to him, Haman was filled with
rage. (6) But he disdained to lay hands on
Mordecai alone; having been told who Mordecai’s
people were, Haman plotted to do away with all the
Jews, Mordecai’s people, throughout the kingdom
of Ahasuerus. (7) In the first month, that is, the
month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King
Ahasuerus, pur—which means “the lot”—was cast
before Haman concerning every day and every
month, [until it fell on] the twelfth month, that is, the
month of Adar. (8) Haman then said to King
Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered
and dispersed among the other peoples in all
the provinces of your realm, whose laws are
different from those of any other people and
who do not obey the king’s laws; and it is not in
Your Majesty’s interest to tolerate them. (9) If it
please Your Majesty, let an edict be drawn for
their destruction, and I will pay ten thousand
talents of silver to the stewards for deposit in the
royal treasury.”

ט׳-ה׳:אסתר ג׳
י־אין מָ ְר ֳ ּד ַ֔כי כּ ֵ ֹ֥רעַ וּמִ ׁ ְֽש ּ ַתח ֲֶו֖ה ֑ל ֹו ַו ּי ּ ִָמלֵ ֥א
֣ ֵ )ה( ַו ַיּ ְ֣רא הָ ָ֔מן ִּכ
הָ ָ ֖מן חֵ מָ ֽה׃ )ו( ַו ִיּ֣בֶז ְּבעֵ י ָ֗ניו לִ ׁ ְשֹל֤ ח יָ ֙ד ְּבמָ ְר ֳ ּד ַכ֣י לְ בַ ֔דּ ֹו ִּכֽי־
ת־כָל־
ּ ֶת־עם מָ ְר ֳ ּד ָכ֑י ַויְבַ ֵ ֣קּ ׁש הָ ָ֗מן לְ הַ ׁ ְש ִ ֧מיד א
֣ ַ ֶהִ ִגּ֥ידוּ ל֖ ֹו א
(ֲשׁר ְּבכָל־מַ לְ כ֥ וּת אֲחַ ׁ ְשו ֵ֖רו ֹׁש ַע֥ם מָ ְר ֳ ּד ָכֽי׃ )ז
֛ ֶ הַ ּיְהו ִּד֛ים א
ּא־ח ֹדֶ ׁש נִי ָ֔סן ִּב ׁ ְש ַנ ֙ת ׁ ְש ֵ ֣תּים עֶ ְׂש ֵ֔רה ל ֶ ַ֖מּ ֶל ְך
֣ אש ֹו ֙ן הו
ׁ ַּב ֤ח ֹדֶ ׁש הָ ִר
אֲחַ ׁ ְשו ֵ֑רו ֹׁש הִ ִפּ֣יל ּפוּ ֩ר ֨הוּא הַ ּגו ָֹ֜רל לִ פְ ֵנ֣י הָ ָ֗מן מִ יּ֧ וֹם ׀ לְ ֛יוֹם
(ּא־ח ֹדֶ ׁש אֲדָ ֽר׃ )ס( )ח
֥ וּמֵ ֛ח ֹדֶ ׁש לְ ֥ח ֹדֶ ׁש ׁ ְשנֵים־עָ ָ ֖שׂר הו
וַיֹּ֤אמֶ ר הָ מָ ֙ן ל ֶ ַ֣מּ ֶל ְך אֲחַ ׁ ְשו ֵ֔רו ֹׁש י ׁ ְֶשנ֣ ֹו עַ ם־אֶ ָ֗חד מְ פ ָֻזּ֤ר
וּמְ פ ָֹר ֙ד ֵ ֣בּין הָ ֽעַ ִ֔מּים ְּב ֖כ ֹל מְ ִדינ֣ וֹת מַ לְ כו ֶ ּ֑ת ָך וְ דָ תֵ י ֞ ֶהם ׁש ֹנ֣ וֹת
ין־ש ֶ ֹ֖וה
ׁ ֵמִ ּכָל־ ָ֗עם וְ אֶ ת־ ָּד ֵ ֤תי הַ ֶ֙מּ ֶל ְ֙ך אֵ ָינ֣ם ע ֹשִׂ֔ ים וְ ל ֶ ַ֥מּ ֶל ְך א
שׂ ֶרת
ֶ ֨ לְ הַ ּנִיחָ ֽם׃ )ט( ִאם־עַ ל־הַ ֶ ֣מּ ֶל ְך ֔טוֹב י ִּכ ֵ ָ֖תב לְ אַ ְּב ָ ֑דם ַו ֲע
ֲא ָל ִ֜פים ִּכ ּכַר־ ֶ֗כּסֶף אֶ ׁ ְשק ֹול֙ עַ ל־יְדֵ ֙י ע ֵ ֹ֣שׂי הַ ְּמלָא ָ֔כה לְ הָ ִ ֖ביא
מ ֶלךְ׃
ֽ ֶ ּ ַאֶ ל־ ִ ּג ְנ ֵז ֥י ה

Pesach Haggadah, Magid

And it is this that has stood for our
ancestors and for us; since it is
not [only] one [person or nation]
that has stood [against] us to
destroy us, but rather in each
generation, they stand [against]
us to destroy us, but the Holy
One, blessed be He, rescues us
from their hand.
Pesach Haggadah, Pour Out Thy Wrath

Pour your wrath upon the nations that did
not know You and upon the kingdoms that
did not call upon Your Name! Since they
have consumed Ya'akov and laid waste his
habitation (Psalms 79:6-7). Pour out Your
fury upon them and the fierceness of Your
anger shall reach them (Psalms 69:25)! You
shall pursue them with anger and eradicate
them from under the skies of the Lord
(Lamentations 3:66).

 מגיד,הגדה של פסח
שלּ ֹא
ֶ ׁ .ּוְהִ יא ׁ ֶשעָ מְ דָ ה ַלאֲבוֹתֵ ינוּ ְולָנו
,ּאֶ חָ ד ִּבלְ בָד עָ מַ ד עָ לֵינ ּו לְ כַלּ וֹתֵ נו
ש ְּבכָל ּדוֹר וָדוֹר עוֹמְ ִדים עָ לֵינ ּו
ֶ ׁ אֶ ּלָא
ּ וְהַ ּ ָקדו ֹׁש ּבָרוּ ְך הוּא מַ ִ ּצילֵנו,ּלְ כַלוֹתֵ נו
.מִ ּיָדָ ם

 שפוך חמתך,הגדה של פסח
ֲשר ל ֹא יְדָ עוּ ָך וְעַ ל־
ֶ ׁ ׁ ְשפ ֹ ְך חֲמָ ְת ָך אֶ ל־הַ ּג ֹויִם א
 ִּכי אָ כַל אֶ ת־.ֲּשר ְּב ׁ ִשמְ ָך ל ֹא קָ ָראו
ֶ ׁ מַ מְ לָכוֹת א
 ׁ ְש ָפךְ־ ֲעלֵיהֶ ם ַזעֲמֶ ָך ַוחֲרוֹן.ַּי ֲעק ֹב וְאֶ ת־ ָנוֵהוּ הֵ ׁ ַש ּמו
 ִּת ְרד ֹף ְּבאַ ף וְתַ ׁ ְשמִ ידֵ ם מִ ּ ַתחַ ת ׁ ְשמֵ י.שיגֵם
ׂ ִ ּ אַ ּ ְפ ָך ַי
.'ה

Yevamot 47a:13

The Sages taught in a baraita: With
regard to a potential convert who comes
to a court in order to convert, at the
present time, when the Jews are in exile,
the judges of the court say to him: What
did you see that motivated you to come
to convert? Don’t you know that the
Jewish people at the present time are
anguished, suppressed, despised, and
harassed, and hardships are frequently
visited upon them? If he says: I know,
and although I am unworthy of joining the
Jewish people and sharing in their sorrow,
I nevertheless desire to do so, then the
court accepts him immediately to begin
the conversion process.

י״ג:יבמות מ״ז א
תנו רבנן גר שבא להתגייר בזמן הזה אומרים
לו מה ראית שבאת להתגייר אי אתה יודע
שישראל בזמן הזה דוויים דחופים סחופים
ומטורפין ויסורין באין עליהם אם אומר יודע
אני ואיני כדאי מקבלין אותו מיד

Sources on boundaries of Jewish
peoplehood

Pesach Haggadah, The Four Sons

The wicked one, what do they say?
"'What is this service to you?'" 'To
you' and not 'to them.' And since
they excluded themself from the
collective, they are a heretic in
the essence. You, therefore, blunt
his teeth and say to them, "'It is
because of this that the Lord did
for me when I left Egypt.'" 'For me'
but not 'for them.' If they had been
there, they would not have been
saved.

 כנגד ארבעה בנים,הגדה של פסח
ָר ׁ ָשע מָ ה הוּא אוֹמֵ ר? מָ ה הָ עֲבוֹדָ ה
 וּלְ פִ י.ֹ ָלכֶם – ְול ֹא לו.הַ זּא ֹת ָלכֶם
שהוֹצִ יא אֶ ת עַ צְ מ ֹו מִ ן הַ ְּכלָל ּ ָכפַר
ֶׁ
 וְאַ ף אַ ּ ָתה הַ קְ הֵ ה אֶ ת ׁ ִש ּנָיו.ְּבעִ ָּקר
שה ה' לִ י
ׂ ָ ָ"בעֲבוּר זֶה ע
ַּ :ֶֹואֱמוֹר לו
ּ אִ לּ ו.ֹ לִ י ְול ֹא־לו."ֵאתי מִ ִּמצְ ָריִם
ִ ְּבצ
: ל ֹא הָ יָה ִנגְאָ ל,הָ יָה ׁ ָשם

Berakhot 10b

MISHNA: Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disputed the
proper way to recite Shema. Beit Shammai say: in
the manner indicated in the text of Shema itself. in
the evening every person must recline and in
the morning he must stand, as it is stated:
“When you lie down, and when you rise.” And
Beit Hillel say: Every person recites Shema as
he is, as it is stated: “And when you walk along
the way.” If so, according to Beit Hillel, why was it
stated: “When you lie down, and when you
rise”? Merely to denote time: at the time when
people lie down and the time when people rise.
Rabbi Tarfon said: Once, I was coming on the
road when I stopped and reclined to recite Shema
in accordance with the statement of Beit
Shammai. Yet in so doing, I endangered myself
due to the highwaymen [listim] who accost
travelers. The Sages said to him: You deserved
to be liable to pay with your life, as you
transgressed the statement of Beit Hillel.

מ״א-ל״ז:ברכות י׳ ב
 ּבָעֶ ֶרב — ּכָל אָ דָ ם י ּ ֶַטה:מַ ְתנִי׳ ּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי אוֹמְ ִרים
 וּבֵית. ״וּבְ ׁ ָשכְ ְּב ָך וּבְ קוּמֶ ךָ״: ׁ ֶש ּ ֶנאֱמַ ר, וּבַ בּ ֹקֶ ר ַיעֲמוֹד.ְויִקְ ָרא
 ׁ ֶש ּ ֶנאֱמַ ר ״וּבְ לֶכְ ְּת ָך.ֹ ּכָל אָ דָ ם קו ֵֹרא ְּכדַ ְרכּ ו:הִ ּלֵל אוֹמְ ִרים
 אִ ם ּכֵן ל ּ ָָמה ֶנאֱמַ ר ״וּבְ ׁ ָשכְ ְּב ָך וּבְ קוּמֶ ךָ״ — ְּב ׁ ָשעָ ה.בַ ֶּד ֶרךְ״
 אָ מַ ר.ׁ ֶש ְּבנֵי אָ דָ ם ׁשוֹכְ בִ ים וּבְ ׁ ָשעָ ה ׁ ֶש ְּבנֵי אָ דָ ם עוֹמְ ִדים
ִיתי ּבָא ַּב ֶּד ֶר ְך וְהִ ּ ֵט ִתי לִ קְ רוֹת ְּכ ִדבְ ֵרי
ִ  ֲאנִי הָ י:ַר ִּבי טַ ְרפוֹן
 ְּכדַ י:ֹ אָ מְ רוּ לו. וְסִ ּ ַכנ ְִּתי ְּבעַ צְ מִ י מִ ּ ְפנֵי הַ ִּלסְ טִ ים.ּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי
. ׁ ֶשעָ בַ ְר ּ ָת עַ ל ִּדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית הִ ּלֵל,ָהָ יִיתָ לָחוּב ְּבעַ צְ מְ ך

Berakhot 11a:19-23

Rav Yeḥezkel taught: One who acted in
accordance with Beit Shammai has acted
appropriately and is not in violation of the halakha.
One who acted in accordance with the opinion of
Beit Hillel acted appropriately as well. However,
Rav Yosef said: One who acts in accordance
with the opinion of Beit Shammai has done
nothing and is worthless…
Rav Naḥman bar Yitzḥak stated: One who acted
in accordance with Beit Shammai has acted so
egregiously that he is liable to receive the death
penalty, as we learned in our mishna that Rabbi
Tarfon said: Once, I was coming on the road
when I stopped and reclined to recite Shema in
accordance with the statement of Beit
Shammai. Yet in so doing, I endangered myself
due to the highwaymen who accost travelers. The
Sages said to him: You deserved to be liable to
pay with your life, as you transgressed the
statement of Beit Hillel.

כ״ג-י״ט:ברכות י״א א
,שה
ׂ ָ ָשה ְּכ ִדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי — ע
ׂ ָ ָ ע:ּ ָתנֵי ַרב יְחֶ זְקֵ אל
שה ְּכ ִדבְ ֵרי
ׂ ָ ָ ע: ַרב יוֹסֵף אָ מַ ר.שה
ׂ ָ ְָּכ ִדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית הִ ּלֵל — ע
... .שה ְול ֹא כְ לוּם
ׂ ָ ָּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי — ל ֹא ע
— שה ְּכ ִדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי
ׂ ָ ָ ע:ַרב נַחְ מָ ן ַּבר יִצְ חָ ק אָ מַ ר
ִיתי ּבָא ַּב ֶּד ֶר ְך
ִ  ֲאנִי הָ י: אָ מַ ר ַר ִּבי טַ ְרפוֹן, ִּד ְתנַן.חַ ּיָיב מִ יתָ ה
וְהִ ּ ֵט ִתי לִ קְ רוֹת ְּכ ִדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית ׁ ַש ּ ַמאי וְסִ ּ ַכנ ְִּתי ְּבעַ צְ מִ י מִ ּ ְפנֵי
 ׁ ֶשעָ בַ ְר ּ ָת,ָ ְּכדַ אי הָ יִיתָ לָחוּב ְּבעַ צְ מְ ך:ֹ אָ מְ רוּ לו,הַ ִּלסְ טִ ים
.עַ ל ִּדבְ ֵרי ּבֵית הִ ּלֵל

Chullin 5a:10-12

The Sages stated: One accepts offerings from
Jewish transgressors so that they will
consequently repent, except for the apostate,
one who pours wine as a libation to idolatry, and
one who desecrates Shabbat in public. This
baraita itself is self-contradictory. Initially, It said:
“Of you,” indicating: But not all of you. This
serves to exclude the apostate, from whom an
offering is not accepted. And then the tanna
teaches: One accepts offerings from Jewish
transgressors. The Gemara answers: This is not
difficult. The first clause states that an offering is
not accepted from an apostate with regard to the
entire Torah. The middle clause states that one
accepts an offering from an apostate with regard
to one matter.

י״ב-י׳:חולין ה׳ א
מכאן אמרו מקבלין קרבנות מפושעי ישראל כדי
שיחזרו בהן בתשובה חוץ מן המומר ומנסך את היין
'ומחלל שבתות בפרהסיא הא גופא קשיא אמרת 'מכם
ולא כולכם להוציא את המומר והדר תני מקבלין
קרבנות מפושעי ישראל הא לא קשיא רישא מומר לכל
התורה כולה מציעתא מומר לדבר אחד

Categories

Boundaries within Judaism
Pluralism
●
●

Equally legitimate
Valuable choice

Tolerance
●
●

●
At the table

Wrong, Inferior Choice
Respect others’
freedom to choose
“poorly”
Others’ choice poses
no threat

In the room

Deviance
●
●

Unacceptable,
Intolerable
Harmful, dangerous

Not allowed in the room

Boundaries around Deviance
Tolerable Deviance

Intolerable Deviance

Hate the behavior, not the person

“Cancel,” shun, excommunicate

●

Apostasy in one matter

●

Apostasy in all of Torah

●

Driving more than 75 mph

●

DWI or DUI

Alana Newhouse, “American Yahrzeit,” Tablet Magazine, October 29, 2018
...Many well-intentioned Americans, including many Jews, appear to have difficulty believing that anti-Semitism is unique and entirely
unrelated to who Jews are or what they do. But it is. And to explain Bowers’ motives as anything other than the purest expression of the
thought-virus he carried—as a political act, or an exercise in some other kind of applied reason—is to participate in the killer’s own
sickness.
The widespread dismissal, on both the right and left, of the reality of anti-Semitism often shows a profound misunderstanding of what
anti-Semitism is and how it operates. There are reasons for this misunderstanding, of course. There is the nature of anti-Semitism itself,
which doesn’t fit easily into a contemporary conversation about prejudice rooted in American ideas about race, gender, and sexual
orientation. There is political opportunism. There is fear. There is the widespread American ignorance of history, which comes from the
belief that we, as Americans, exist outside of history, or are in the process of transcending history, in order to achieve a more perfect
union with whatever form of the divine.
Among American Jews, there is also the fact that we are conditioned both by the American mythos and by our own history to think of
anti-Semitism as something that happens there, rather than here…
People who argue that powerful people who consort with anti-Semites don’t mean it, or can’t be held responsible for their actions or
alliances, are not our friends—whether they claim to represent the right or the left. They are the friends of people who want to kill us.
Those who argue—from the right or the left—that anti-Semitism should be tolerated as part of a larger struggle against some much
bigger force of darkness, those people are arguing for the tolerance of anti-Semitism, against the interests of our community…

Deborah Lipstadt, “Jewish Myopia in a Perfect Storm of Antisemitism,” Times of Israel, January 27,
2019
So why is today’s surge in Jew-hatred different – and particularly alarming? Generally, antisemitism
has come from either the right or the left. But today, it comes from three different sides at the same
time… To make all this worse, some Jews have politicized the fight against this torrent of hatred.
Many are prone to see antisemitism only on the other side of the political transom, even as they fail
to see it within their own camp.

President Trump Rep. Ilhan Omar
is not an antiis not an antiSemite…
Semite...
He traﬃcs with them.

She expresses
anti-Semitic tropes.

President Trump Rep. Ilhan Omar
is not an antiis not an antiSemite…
Semite...
He traﬃcs with them.

She expresses
anti-Semitic tropes.

Recommended Materials
● *Pastoral Letter to Shir Tikvah (MN)
● For more on pluralism vs tolerance vs
deviance, sourcebook pages 171-182+
● For more on Soviet anti-Semitism,
sourcebook pages 191-201
● On IHRA’s working deﬁnition as law, podcast

