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Agenda for February 13, 2021

I. Welcome

II. From Definitions to Challenges

III. Nationalism
A. Types of 

B. Key levers

1. Priorities

2. Narrative

IV. Encumberedness

V. Physical Needs First

IV. An Ethical Army

V. Israel’s Nation-State Law

VI. Between Now and Next Class

A. Recommended Materials

B. Which nationalism is harder for you 

to articulate: Israeli/Jewish or 

American? Why?



Syllabus
Part I: Stories of Jewish Peoplehood 
Unit 1: From No Home to Two Homes 
Unit 2: Judaism of Being 
Unit 3: Judaism of Becoming 
Unit 4: On Universalism and Particularism 
Part II: Contemporary Challenges to Jewish 
Peoplehood 
Unit 5: Between Nationalism, Ultra-Nationalism, and 
Fascism
Unit 6: Moral Implications of Jewish Nationalism 
Unit 7: Israel’s Nation-State Law: Ramifications for a 
Jewish and Democratic State 
Unit 8: Antisemitism as a Divisive Force 
Unit 9: Antisemitism and Anti-Zionism 
Unit 10: The Accusation and Dilemma of Dual Loyalties 
Unit 11: “What’s Good for the Jews?” Identity Politics in 
North America 

Part I: Jewish Peoplehood 
January 9: Introduction From No Home to Two Homes 

January 16: Judaism as Ethics and Beliefs 
(Units 2 & 3)

January 23: On Universalism and Particularism 

Part II: Challenges to Jewish Peoplehood 
February 13: Nationalism

(Units 5, 6, & 7)

February 20: Antisemitism  
(Units 8 & 9)

February 27: Dual Loyalties and Identity Politics 
 (Units 10 & 11)



Syllabus (cont.)

Part III: New Relationship Models for Jewish 
Peoplehood 
Unit 12: From Family to Consumer 
Unit 13: Shared Believers, Partners, and Investors 
Unit 14: At-Homeness 

Part III: New Models of Peoplehood 
March 6: Models to Consider

(Units 12 & 13)

March 13: At-Home-ness 





Attitudes towards Nationalism
Israelis tend to look favorably on nationalism.

Americans tend to be wary of nationalism’s fascist or 
ultra-nationalist forms.

Israel and America are challenged by ultra-nationalism.

Israeli nationalism is typically also challenged by individualism.

American nationalism is typically also challenged by globalism.



Three Paradigms for the 
Universalism-Particularism “Dance” 

1. Balance
2. Conditional
3. Synthesized



Menschlicht Nationalism
● Prioritizes interests by distinguishing its interests, without 

excluding others or discriminating against them

● Advocates for loyalty/devotion/identification to the 
nation without exalting the nation in all cases

● Encumbers individuals in an ethnic or civic narrative, 
ideally for belonging rather than “rugged individualism” or 
competition

● Aims to achieve justice while not erasing national identity



Sources on humans as social 
beings



Genesis 2:18-24
(18) The LORD God said, “It is not good for the 
earthling to be alone; I will make a fitting helper for 
them.” … (20) And the earthling gave names to all 
the cattle and to the birds of the sky and to all the 
wild beasts; but for the earthling no fitting helper 
was found. (21) So the LORD God cast a deep 
sleep upon the earthling; and, while they slept, God 
took one of their ribs and closed up the flesh at that 
spot. (22) And the LORD God fashioned the rib that 
God had taken from the earthling into a woman; 
and God brought her to the earthling. (23) Then the 
earthling said, “This one at last is bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh. This one shall be called 
Woman, for from man was she taken.” (24) Hence 
a man leaves his father and mother and clings to 
his wife, so that they become one flesh.

בראשית ב׳:י״ח-כ״ד

ם ְלַבּ֑דֹו  ים לֹא־֛טֹוב ֱה֥יֹות ָהָֽאָד֖ אֶמ֙ר ה' ֱאלִֹק֔ ֹ֙ (יח) ַוּי
֗מֹות ְלָכל־ ם ׁשֵ א ָהָֽאָד֜ ְקָר֨ ֶנְגּדֹֽו׃ … (כ) ַוּיִ ֶזר ּכְ ּה־ּ֥לֹו ֵע֖ ֶאֱֽעׂשֶ

ֹֽא־ ם ל ה וְּלָאָד֕ ֶד֑ ָ ל ַחַּי֣ת ַהׂשּ ֹ֖ ִים וְּלכ ַמ֔ ָ ֵהָמ֙ה וְּל֣עֹוף ַהׁשּ ַהּבְ
ה ַעל־ ָמ֛ ְרּדֵ ים ׀ ּתַ ל֩ ה' ֱאלִֹק֧ ֶנְגּדֹֽו׃ (כא) ַוּיַּפֵ ֶזר ּכְ א ֵע֖ ָמָצ֥

ּֽנָה׃  ְחּתֶ ר ּתַ ָׂש֖ ר ּבָ ֹ֥ ְסּג יו ַוּיִ ְלעָֹת֔ ח ַאַח֙ת ִמּצַ ַּק֗ ן ַוּיִ יָׁש֑ ם ַוּיִ ָהָאָד֖
ם  ח ִמן־ָהָֽאָד֖ ר־ָלַק֥ ע ֲאׁשֶ ָל֛ ים ׀ ֶאֽת־ַהּצֵ ֶב֩ן ה' ֱאלִֹק֧ (כב) ַוּיִ

ַעם  את ַהַּפ֗ ֹ֣ ָה ֶאל־ָהָֽאָדֽם׃ (כג) ַוּיֹאֶמ֮ר ָהָֽאָד֒ם ז ה ַוְיִבֶא֖ ְלִאָּׁש֑
יׁש  י ֵמִא֖ ה ִּכ֥ א ִאָּׁש֔ ֵר֣ י ְלזֹא֙ת ִיּקָ ִר֑ ׂשָ ר ִמּבְ י וָּבָׂש֖ ֶצם ֵמֲֽעָצַמ֔ ֶע֚

יו ְוֶאת־ִאּ֑מֹו  יׁש ֶאת־ָאִב֖ ֙ן ַיֲֽעָזב־ִא֔ ֹּֽאת׃ (כד) ַעל־ּכֵ ֻלֳֽקָחה־ז
ר ֶאָחֽד׃ ּ֔תֹו ְוָה֖יוּ ְלָבָׂש֥ ִאׁשְ ק ּבְ ְוָדַב֣

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.18-24
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.18-24


Genesis 4:9
(9) The LORD said to Cain, “Where is 
your brother Abel?” And he said, “I do 
not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

בראשית ד׳:א׳-י״ב

יָך  ֶבל ָאִח֑ י ֶה֣ ִין ֵא֖ אֶמר ה' ֶאל־ַק֔ ֹ֤ (ט) ַוּי
י ָאנִֹֽכי׃  ר ָאִח֖ י ֲהׁשֵֹמ֥ ְעּתִ אֶמ֙ר ֹ֣לא יַָד֔ ֹ֙ ַוּי

Genesis 6:17-18
(17) “For My part, I am about to bring 
the Flood—waters upon the earth—to 
destroy all flesh under the sky in 
which there is breath of life; 
everything on earth shall perish. (18) 
But I will establish My covenant with 
you, and you shall enter the ark, with 
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ 
wives. 

בראשית ו׳:י״ז-י״ח

ִי֙ם ַעל־ ּ֥בוּל ַמ֙ יא ֶאת־ַהּמַ י ִהְנִנ֩י ֵמִב֨ (יז) ַוֲאנִ֗
ים  ר־ּבֹ֙ו ֣רוַּח ַחּיִ֔ ר ֲאׁשֶ ָׂש֗ ל־ּבָ ת ּכָ ֵח֣ ֶרץ ְלׁשַ ָהָא֔
ֶרץ ִיְגָוֽע׃ (יח)  ָא֖ ר־ּבָ ל ֲאׁשֶ ֹ֥ ִים ּכ ָמ֑ ָ ַחת ַהׁשּ ִמַּת֖
ה  ָב֔ ְך וָּבאָת֙ ֶאל־ַהּתֵ י ִאָּת֑ ִריִת֖ י ֶאת־ּבְ ַוֲהִקמִֹת֥

ְֽך׃  יָך ִאּתָ ֽי־ָבֶנ֖ ָ֥ך וְּנׁשֵ ּתְ ה וָּבֶנ֛יָך ְוִאׁשְ ַאָּת֕

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.4.1-12
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.4.1-12
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.6.17-7.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.6.17-7.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.6.17-7.1


Genesis 12:1-3
(1) The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from 
your native land and from your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. (2) I 
will make of you a great nation, And I will 
bless you; I will make your name great, And 
you shall be a blessing. (3) I will bless those 
who bless you And curse him that curses 
you; And all the families of the earth Shall 
bless themselves by you.”(4) Abram went 
forth as the LORD had commanded him, 
and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 
(5) Abram took his wife Sarai and his 
brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth that 
they had amassed, and the persons that 
they had acquired in Haran; and they set 
out for the land of Canaan. 

בראשית י״ב:א׳-ג׳
ם ֶלְך־ְלָ֛ך ֵמַאְרְצָ֥ך  אֶמר ה' ֶאל־ַאְבָר֔ ֹ֤ (א) ַוּי

ר ַאְרֶאָּֽך׃  ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֥ יָך ֶאל־ָהָא֖ ית ָאִב֑ ּוִמּֽמֹוַלְדְּתָ֖ך ּוִמֵּב֣
ָך ֶוְהֵי֖ה  ֶרְכָ֔ך ַוֲאגְַּדָל֖ה ְׁשֶמ֑ (ב) ְוֶאֶֽעְׂשָ֙ך ְל֣גֹוי ָּג֔דֹול ַוֲאָב֣
ר ְונְִבְר֣כּו  ֹ֑ יָך ּוְמַקֶּלְלָ֖ך ָאא ְרֶכ֔ ְּבָרָכֽה׃ (ג) ַוֲאָבֲֽרָכ֙ה ְמָב֣
ר  ֲאֶׁש֨ ם ּכַ ת ָהֲאָדָמֽה׃ (ד) ַוֵּיֶ֣לְך ַאְבָר֗ ֹ֥ ל ִמְׁשְּפח ֹ֖ ְבָ֔ך ּכ

ׁש  ן־ָחֵמ֤ ם ּבֶ ר ֵאָלי֙ו ה' ַוֵּיֶ֥לְך ִאּ֖תֹו ֑לֹוט ְוַאְבָר֗ ֶּב֤ ּדִ
ח  ַּק֣ ֵצא֖תֹו ֵמָחָרֽן׃ (ה) ַוּיִ ה ּבְ נָ֔ ים ׁשָ ְבִע֣ ִני֙ם ְוׁשִ ׁשָ

יו ְוֶאת־ ן־ָאִח֗ ּ֜תֹו ְוֶאת־֣לֹוט ּבֶ י ִאׁשְ ַר֨ ַאְבָר֩ם ֶאת־ׂשָ
ר־ָעׂ֣שוּ  ֶפׁש ֲאׁשֶ ׁשוּ ְוֶאת־ַהֶּנ֖ ר ָרָכ֔ ֙ם ֲאֶׁש֣ ל־ְרכוּׁשָ ּכָ

ַען נַ֔ ְרָצה ּכְ ן ַוּיְֵצ֗אוּ ָלֶלֶ֙כ֙ת ַא֣ ְבָחָר֑

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1-3


Leviticus 19:17-18, 33-34
(17) You shall not hate your brethren 
in your heart. Reprove your kinsman 
but incur no guilt because of him. (18) 
You shall not take vengeance or bear 
a grudge against your countrymen. 
Love your fellow as yourself: I am the 
LORD.
(33) When a stranger resides with you 
in your land, you shall not wrong him. 
(34) The stranger who resides with 
you shall be to you as one of your 
citizens; you shall love him as 
yourself, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt: I the LORD am your 
God.

ויקרא י״ט:י״ז-י״ח,ל״ג-ל״ד

ַח  ָך הֹוֵכ֤ ְלָבֶב֑ יָך ּבִ ָנ֥א ֶאת־ָאִח֖ ֹֽא־ִתׂשְ (יז) ל
יו ֵחְֽטא׃  א ָעָל֖ ָך ְולֹא־ִתָּׂש֥ יַח֙ ֶאת־ֲעִמיֶת֔ ּתֹוִכ֙

ָך  י ַעֶּמ֔ ֵנ֣ ֹֽא־ִתּטֹ֙ר ֶאת־ּבְ ם ְול ֹ֤ ֹֽא־ִתּק (יח) ל
י ה'׃ ֑מֹוָך ֲאִנ֖ ְוָאַֽהְבָּת֥ ְלֵרֲעָ֖ך ּכָ

ם ֹ֥לא תֹו֖נוּ  ַאְרְצֶכ֑ ר ּבְ ָ֛ך ֵּג֖ (לג) ְוִכֽי־יָ֧גוּר ִאּתְ
ר ׀  ם ַהֵּג֣ ה ָלֶכ֜ ֩ם ִיְהיֶ֨ ח ִמּכֶ ֶאְזָר֣ אֹתֹֽו׃ (לד) ּכְ

ים ֽי־ֵגִר֥ ֔מֹוָך ּכִ ם ְוָאַהְבָּת֥ לֹ֙ו ּכָ ֶכ֗ ר ִאּתְ  ַהָּג֣
י ה' ֱאלֵֹקיֶכֽם׃ ִים ֲאִנ֖ ֶרץ ִמְצָר֑ ֶא֣ ם ּבְ ֱהִייֶת֖

https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.19.17-18
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.19.17-18


Bava Metzia 71a:3
There are those who teach that which Rav Huna 
said in connection with that which Rav Yosef 
taught: The verse states: “If you lend money to 
any of My people, even to the poor person who 
is with you” (Exodus 22:24). The term “My 
people” teaches that if one of My people, i.e., a 
Jew, and a gentile both come to borrow money 
from you, My people take precedence. The term 
“the poor person” teaches that if a poor person 
and a rich person come to borrow money, the 
poor person takes precedence. And from the 
term: “Who is with you,” it is derived: If your poor 
person, meaning one of your relatives, and one of 
the poor of your city come to borrow money, 
your poor person takes precedence. If it is 
between one of the poor of your city and one of 
the poor of another city, the one of the poor of 
your city takes precedence.

בבא מציעא ע״א א:ג׳
איכא דמתני לה להא דרב הונא אהא דתני רב יוסף 

(שמות כב, כד) אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך עמי 
ונכרי עמי קודם עני ועשיר עני קודם ענייך ועניי עירך 

ענייך קודמין עניי עירך ועניי עיר אחרת עניי עירך 
קודמין

https://www.sefaria.org/Bava_Metzia.71a.3


Shabbat 54b-55a
Rav, and Rabbi Ḥanina, and Rabbi Yoḥanan, and 
Rav Ḥaviva taught. ... Anyone who had the 
capability to protest the sinful conduct of the 
members of his household and did not protest, he 
himself is apprehended for the sins of the members 
of his household. The people of his town, he is 
apprehended for the sins of the people of his town. 
The whole world, he is apprehended for the sins of 
the whole world. Rav Pappa said: And the members 
of the household of the Exilarch were apprehended 
for the sins of the whole world. Because their 
authority extends across the entire Jewish world. As 
indicated by that which Rabbi Ḥanina said: What is 
the meaning of that which is written: “The Lord will 
enter into judgment with the Elders of His people 
and its princes, saying: It is you who have eaten up 
the vineyard; the robbery of the poor is in your houses” 
(Isaiah 3:14)? If the princes sinned by committing 
robbery, what did the Elders do that was a sin? 
Rather, say: God will enter into judgment with the 
Elders because they did not protest the sinful 
conduct of the princes.

שבת נ״ד ב-נ״ה א

י יֹוָחָנן ְוַרב ֲחִביָבא ַמְתנוּ: … ּכׇל ִמי  י ֲחִניָנא ְוַרּבִ ַרב ְוַרּבִ
ס ַעל  י ֵביתֹו ְולֹא ִמיָחה — ִנְתּפָ ר ִלְמחֹות ְלַאְנׁשֵ ֶאְפׁשָ ׁשֶ

ָכל  י ִעירֹו. ּבְ ס ַעל ַאְנׁשֵ י ִעירֹו — ִנְתּפָ ַאְנׁשֵ י ֵביתֹו. ּבְ ַאְנׁשֵ
ל ָהעֹוָלם ּכוּּלֹו. ָאַמר ַרב  ס ַעל ּכָ ָהעֹוָלם ּכוּּלֹו — ִנְתּפָ

י  י ָעְלָמא. ּכִ ְפסוּ ַאּכוּּלֵ ֵבי ֵריׁש ּגָלוָּתא ִמיּתַ א: ְוָהֵני ּדְ ּפָ ּפָ
ט יָבֹא ִעם  ּפָ ׁשְ ּמִ י ֲחִניָנא: ַמאי ִדְכִתיב ״ה׳ ּבַ ָאַמר ַרּבִ ָהא ּדְ
ִרים ָחְטאוּ, ְזֵקִנים ֶמה ָחְטאוּ?  ָריו״ — ִאם ׂשָ ִזְקֵני ַעּמֹו ְוׂשָ

ִרים. ָ ׂשּ ּלֹא ִמיחוּ ּבַ א ֵאיָמא: ַעל ְזֵקִנים, ׁשֶ ֶאּלָ

https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.54b.20-21
https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.55a.1


Jeremiah 29:4-7
(4) Thus said the LORD of Hosts, 
the God of Israel, to the whole 
community which I exiled from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: (5) Build 
houses and live in them, plant 
gardens and eat their fruit. (6) 
Take wives and beget sons and 
daughters; and take wives for your 
sons, and give your daughters to 
husbands, that they may bear sons 
and daughters. Multiply there, do 
not decrease. (7) And seek the 
welfare of the city to which I have 
exiled you and pray to the LORD in 
its behalf; for in its prosperity you 
shall prosper.

ירמיהו כ״ט:ד׳-ז׳

ל  ָרֵא֑ י ִיׂשְ ר ה' ְצָב֖אֹות ֱאלֵֹק֣ ה ָאַמ֛ ֹ֥ (ד) ּכ
ַלִ֖ם  יִתי ִמירוּׁשָ ר־ִהְגֵל֥ ה ֲאׁשֶ ּגֹוָל֔ ְלָכל־ַה֨

בוּ ְוִנְט֣עוּ ַגּ֔נֹות  ים ְוֵׁש֑ ֥נוּ ָבִּת֖ ֶבָֽלה׃ (ה) ּבְ ּבָ
ים ְוהֹוִלידּ֮ו  ְריָֽן׃ (ו) ְק֣חוּ ָנִׁש֗ ְוִאְכ֖לוּ ֶאת־ּפִ

ים ְוֶאת־ ם ָנִׁש֗ ים וָּבנֹו֒ת וְּק֨חוּ ִלְבֵניֶכ֜ ִנ֣ ּבָ
ים  ִנ֣ ְדָנה ּבָ ים ְוֵתַל֖ ֣נוּ ַלֲֽאָנִׁש֔ נֹֽוֵתיֶכ֙ם ּתְ ּבְ

ְמָעֽטוּ׃ (ז)  ם ְוַאל־ּתִ וָּב֑נֹות וְּרבוּ־ָׁש֖
יִתי  ר ִהְגֵל֤ יר ֲאֶׁש֨ ֣לֹום ָהִע֗ ְוִדְרׁ֞שוּ ֶאת־ׁשְ

י  ּה ֶאל־ה' ִּכ֣ ְֽל֥לוּ ַבֲעָד֖ ה ְוִהְתּפַ ּמָ ֶאְתֶכ֙ם ָׁש֔
ֽלֹום׃ (פ) ם ׁשָ ּה ִיְהֶי֥ה ָלֶכ֖ לֹוָמ֔ ִבׁשְ

https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.29.4-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.29.4-7


Sources on humans having needs



Genesis 2:8-9
(8) The LORD God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east, and 
placed there the man whom He 
had formed. (9) And from the 
ground the LORD God caused to 
grow every tree that was pleasing 
to the sight and good for food, with 
the tree of life in the middle of the 
garden, and the tree of knowledge 
of good and bad.

בראשית ב׳:ח׳-ט׳

ֶדם  ֶדן ִמֶּק֑ ן־ְבֵע֖ ים ּגַ ע ה' ֱאלִֹק֛ ַּט֞ (ח) ַוּיִ
ר יָָצֽר׃ (ט)  ם ֲאֶׁש֥ ם ֶאת־ָהָֽאָד֖ ם ָׁש֔ ַוָּיׂ֣שֶ
ץ  ה ּכָל־ֵע֛ ֲאָדָמ֔ ח ה' ֱאלִֹקי֙ם ִמן־ָה֣ ַוּיְַצַמ֞

י֙ם  ץ ַהַֽחּיִ ל ְוֵע֤ ה ְו֣טֹוב ְלַמֲאָכ֑ ד ְלַמְרֶא֖ ֶנְחָמ֥
ַעת ֥טֹוב ָוָרֽע׃ ץ ַהַּד֖ ן ְוֵע֕ ֣תֹוְך ַהָּג֔ ּבְ
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Deuteronomy 8:7-10
(7) For the LORD your God is bringing 
you into a good land, a land with 
streams and springs and fountains 
issuing from plain and hill; (8) a land of 
wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and 
pomegranates, a land of olive trees 
and honey; (9) a land where you may 
eat food without stint, where you will 
lack nothing; a land whose rocks are 
iron and from whose hills you can mine 
copper. (10) When you have eaten 
your fill, give thanks to the LORD your 
God for the good land which God has 
given you.

דברים ח׳:ז׳-י׳

ה  ֶרץ טֹוָב֑ יָך ְמִבֽיֲאָ֖ך ֶאל־ֶא֣ י ה' ֱאלֶֹק֔ (ז) ִּכ֚
ה  ְקָע֖ ּבִ ים ּבַ ת יְֹצִא֥ ֹ֔ ִים ֲעיָנֹ֙ת וְּתהֹמ ֲחֵלי ָמ֔ ֶרץ ַנ֣ ֶא֚

ה  ֶפן וְּתֵאָנ֖ ה ְוֶג֥ עָֹר֔ ֙ה וּׂשְ ֶרץ ִחּטָ וָּבָהֽר׃ (ח) ֶא֤
ר  ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֨ ֶמן וְּדָבֽׁש׃ (ט) ֶא֗ ְוִרּ֑מֹון ֶאֶֽרץ־ֵז֥ית ֶׁש֖

ל  ֹ֖ ר ּכ ֹֽא־ֶתְחַס֥ ֶחם ל ּה ֶל֔ ֻנ֙ת ּתֹֽאַכל־ָּב֣ ֹ֤לא ְבִמְסּכֵ
ב  ֹ֥ ְחצ יָה ּתַ ל וֵּמֲהָרֶר֖ יָה ַבְרזֶ֔ ר ֲאָבֶנ֣ ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֣ ּה ֶא֚ ָּב֑

ְעּתָ וֵּבַֽרְכָּת֙ ֶאת־ה'  ָב֑ ת׃ (י) ְוָאַכְלָּת֖ ְוׂשָ ְנחֹֽׁשֶ
ר ָנַֽתן־ָלְֽך׃ ה ֲאֶׁש֥ ֶרץ ַהּטָֹב֖ יָך ַעל־ָהָא֥ ֱאלֶֹק֔
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Isaiah 55:1-3
(1) Ho, all who are thirsty, Come for 
water, Even if you have no money; 
Come, buy food and eat: Buy food 
without money, Wine and milk without 
cost. (2) Why do you spend money for 
what is not bread, Your earnings for 
what does not satisfy? Give heed to 
Me, And you shall eat choice food And 
enjoy the richest viands. (3) Incline 
your ear and come to Me; Hearken, 
and you shall be revived. And I will 
make with you an everlasting 
covenant, The enduring loyalty 
promised to David.

ישעיהו נ״ה:א׳-ג׳

ר ֵאֽין־֖לֹו  ִים ַוֲאֶׁש֥ ל־ָצֵמ֙א ְל֣כוּ ַלַּמ֔ (א) ֤הֹוי ּכָ
לֹוא־ ְב֗רוּ ּבְ לוּ וְּל֣כוּ ׁשִ ֹ֔ ְברּ֙ו ֶוֱֽאכ ֶסף ְל֤כוּ ׁשִ ָּכ֑

ה  ּמָ יר ַיִ֥ין ְוָחָלֽב׃ (ב) ָל֤ ֶסף וְּב֥לֹוא ְמִח֖ ֶכ֛
֣לֹוא  ם ּבְ ֶחם ִויִגיֲעֶכ֖ ֽלֹוא־ֶל֔ ֶס֙ף ּבְ ְקלוּ־ֶכ֙ ִתׁשְ

֤מֹוַע ֵאַל֙י ְוִאְכלוּ־֔טֹוב  ְמ֨עוּ ׁשָ ה ׁשִ ְבָע֑ ְלׂשָ
ֶכֽם׃ (ג) ַהּ֤טוּ ָאְזְנֶכ֙ם  ן ַנְפׁשְ ׁשֶ ֶּד֖ ְוִתְתַעַּנ֥ג ּבַ
ה  ם ְוֶאְכְרָת֤ ֶכ֑ י ַנְפׁשְ ְמ֖עוּ וְּתִח֣ י ׁשִ וְּל֣כוּ ֵאַל֔
ד ַהּנֱֶאָמִנֽים׃ י ָדִו֖ ם ַחְֽסֵד֥ ית עֹוָל֔ ִר֣ ָלֶכ֙ם ּבְ
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Micah 4:2-5

(2) And the many nations shall go and shall say: 
“Come, Let us go up to the Mount of the LORD, / 
To the House of the God of Jacob; / That God may 
instruct us in God’s ways, / And that we may walk in 
God’s paths.” / For instruction shall come forth from 
Zion, / The word of the LORD from Jerusalem. (3) 
Thus God will judge among the many peoples, / And 
arbitrate for the multitude of nations, / However 
distant; / And they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares / And their spears into pruning hooks. / 
Nation shall not take up / Sword against nation; / 
They shall never again know war; (4) But every 
person shall sit / Under their grapevine or fig tree / 
And no one shall make them tremble. / For it was 
the LORD of Hosts who spoke. (5) Though all the 
peoples walk / Each in the names of its gods, / We 
will walk / In the name of the LORD our God / 
Forever and ever.

מיכה ד׳:ב׳-ה׳
ים ְוָאְֽמרּ֙ו ְל֣כּו ׀ ְונֲַעֶל֣ה ֶאל־ַהר־ה'  (ב) ְוָֽהְל֞כּו ּגֹוִי֣ם ַרִּב֗

י  יו ִּכ֤ ְרחָֹת֑ ֹֽ ה ְּבא יו ְונְֵלָכ֖ נּ֙ו ִמְּדָרָכ֔ ב ְויֹוֵר֙ ֹ֔ י יֲַעק ְוֶאל־ֵּבי֙ת ֱאֹלֵק֣
ין  ט ֵּב֚ ה ּוְדַבר־ה' ִמירּוָׁשָלִֽם׃ (ג) ְוָׁשַפ֗ א תֹוָר֔ ִמִּצּיֹו֙ן ֵּתֵצ֣
ים ַעד־ָר֑חֹוק ְוִכְּת֨תּו  יַח ְלגֹוִי֥ם ֲעֻצִמ֖ ים ְוהֹוִכ֛ ים ַרִּב֔ ַעִּמ֣

ֵתיֶה֙ם ְלַמזְֵמ֔רֹות ֹֽלא־יְִׂש֞אּו ּ֤גֹוי  ֹֽ ים ַוֲחנִית ם ְלִאִּת֗ ַחְרבֵֹתיֶה֜
יׁש  ֶרב ְוֹלא־יְִלְמ֥דּון ֖עֹוד ִמְלָחָמֽה׃ (ד) ְויְָׁש֗בּו ִא֣ ֶאל־ּגֹו֙י ֶח֔
י ה' ְצָב֖אֹות  יד ִּכי־ִפ֛ ין ַמֲחִר֑ ַחת ְּתֵאנָ֖תֹו ְוֵא֣ ַחת ַּגְפ֛נֹו ְוַת֥ ַּת֧

ְחנּו  יו ַוֲאנַ֗ ם ֱאֹלָק֑ יׁש ְּבֵׁש֣ ים יְֵל֕כּו ִא֖ ַעִּמ֔ י ָּכל־ָה֣ ִּדֵּבֽר׃ (ה) ִּכ֚
ינּו ְלעֹוָל֥ם ָוֶעֽד׃ (פ) נֵֵלְ֛ך ְּבֵׁשם־ה' ֱאֹלֵק֖
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Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 12:5
(5) At that time there will be no famines 
and no wars, no envy and no 
competition. For the Good will be very 
pervasive. All the delicacies will be as 
readily available as is dust. The world 
will only be engaged in knowing G-d. 
Then, there will be very wise people 
who will understand the deep, sealed 
matters. They will then achieve 
knowledge of the Creator to as high a 
degree as humanly possible, as it says, 
“For the Earth shall be filled of 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

משנה תורה, הלכות מלכים ומלחמות 
י״ב:ה׳

ם לֹא ָרָעב ְולֹא  ַמן לֹא ִיְהיֶה ׁשָ ְּ (ה) וְּבאֹותֹו ַהז
ַהּטֹוָבה  ִמְלָחָמה. ְולֹא ִקְנָאה ְוַתֲחרוּת. ׁשֶ

ים ְמצוִּיין  ֲעַדּנִ ה. ְוָכל ַהּמַ ַעת ַהְרּבֵ ּפַ ְהיֶה ֻמׁשְ ּתִ
א  ל ָהעֹוָלם ֶאּלָ ָעָפר. ְולֹא ִיְהיֶה ֵעֶסק ּכָ ּכֶ

ָרֵאל  ְלַבד. וְּלִפיָכְך ִיְהיוּ ִיׂשְ ָלַדַעת ֶאת ה' ּבִ
תוִּמים  ָבִרים ַהּסְ דֹוִלים ְויֹוְדִעים ּדְ ֲחָכִמים ּגְ

ּנֱֶאַמר  ִפי ּכַֹח ָהָאָדם. ׁשֶ ַעת ּבֹוְרָאם ּכְ יגוּ ּדַ ִ ְוַיׂשּ
ָעה ֶאת  י ָמְלָאה ָהָאֶרץ ּדֵ (ישעיה יא, ט) "ּכִ

ים":  ִים ַלּיָם ְמַכּסִ ּמַ ה' ּכַ
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Deuteronomy 8:1-6
(1) You shall faithfully observe all the Instruction 
that I enjoin upon you today, that you may thrive 
and increase and be able to possess the land that 
the LORD promised on oath to your fathers. (2) 
Remember the long way that the LORD your God 
has made you travel in the wilderness these past 
forty years, that God might test you by hardships 
to learn what was in your hearts: whether you 
would keep God’s commandments or not. (3) God 
subjected you to the hardship of hunger and then 
gave you manna to eat, which neither you nor 
your ancestors had ever known, in order to teach 
you that human does not live on bread alone, but 
that human may live on anything that the LORD 
decrees. (4) The clothes upon you did not wear 
out, nor did your feet swell these forty years. (5) 
Bear in mind that the LORD your God disciplines 
you just as a man disciplines his son. (6) 
Therefore keep the commandments of the LORD 
your God: walk in God’s ways and revere God.

דברים ח׳:א׳-ו׳

ְמ֣רוּן ַלֲעׂ֑שֹות  ׁשְ ָ֛ך ַהּ֖יֹום ּתִ י ְמַצוְּ ר ָאנִֹכ֧ ה ֲאֶׁש֨ ְצָו֗ ל־ַהּמִ (א) ּכָ
ר־ ֶרץ ֲאׁשֶ ם ֶאת־ָהָא֔ ֶּת֣ ם וָּבאֶת֙ם ִוֽיִרׁשְ ְֽח֜יוּן וְּרִביֶת֗ ַען ּתִ ְלַמ֨

ר  ֶרְך ֲאֶׁש֨ ל־ַהֶּד֗ ע ה' ַלֲאבֵֹתיֶכֽם׃ (ב) ְוָזַכְרָּת֣ ֶאת־ּכָ ַּב֥ ִנׁשְ
ַען ַעּנְֹֽתָ֜ך  ר ְלַמ֨ ְדָּב֑ ּמִ ה ּבַ ָנ֖ ים ׁשָ ִע֥ יָך ֶז֛ה ַאְרּבָ הִֹלֽיֲכָ֜ך ה' ֱאלֶֹק֛

ר מצותו  ֹ֥ מ ְֽלָבְבָ֛ך ֲהִתׁשְ ר ּבִ ַעת ֶאת־ֲאֶׁש֧ ְֹֽתָ֗ך ָלַד֜ ְלַנּס
֙ן  ָ֮ך ַוּיְַרִעֶבָ֒ך ַוּיֲַֽאִכְֽלָ֤ך ֶאת ַהּמָ ֹֽא׃ (ג) ַוְֽיַעּנְ יו] ִאם־ל [ִמְצֺוָת֖
י ֹ֣לא  ַען הֹוִדֲֽעָ֗ך ִּכ֠ יָך ְלַמ֣ ְעּתָ ְוֹ֥לא יְָד֖עוּן ֲאבֶֹת֑ ר לֹא־יַָד֔ ֲאֶׁש֣
א ִפֽי־ה'  י ַעל־ּכָל־מֹוָצ֥ ם ִּכ֛ ֶחם ְלַבּדֹ֙ו ִיְחֶי֣ה ָהָֽאָד֔ ַעל־ַהֶּל֤

יָך ְוַרְגְלָ֖ך ֹ֣לא  ְתָ֜ך ֹ֤לא ָבְֽלָת֙ה ֵמָֽעֶל֔ ְמָל֨ ִיְחֶי֥ה ָהָאָדֽם׃ (ד) ׂשִ
י  ָך ִּכ֗ ָנֽה׃ (ה) ְויַָדְעָּת֖ ִעם־ְלָבֶב֑ ים ׁשָ ִע֥ ה ַאְרּבָ ָקה ֶז֖ ָבֵצ֑

ַמְרָּת֔  ׃ (ו) ְוָׁש֣ ֶרּֽךָ יָך ְמַיּסְ ֔נֹו ה' ֱאלֶֹק֖ ר ִאיׁ֙ש ֶאת־ּבְ ר ְיַיֵּס֥ ֲאֶׁש֨ ּכַ
ה אֹתֹֽו׃ יו וְּלִיְרָא֥ ְדָרָכ֖ ֶכת ּבִ יָך ָלֶל֥ ֶאת־ִמְצוֺות ה' ֱאלֶֹק֑
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Mishneh Torah, Torah Study 3:6
(6) Whosoever is ambitious to establish this 
commandment properly and to become adorned 
with the crown of the Torah must not divert his 
thoughts to other matters, nor set his heart to 
acquire the knowledge of the Torah and wealth 
and honor simultaneously. The way leading to 
the knowledge of the Torah is such: "a morsel of 
bread with salt thou shalt eat, and water by 
measure thou shalt drink, upon the ground thou 
shalt sleep, and a burdensome life thou shalt live 
while thou toilest in the Torah."  Nevertheless, it 
is not obligatory upon thee to complete it, nor art 
thou free to exclude thyself from its study, for if 
thou hast increased thy study of the Torah thou 
also hast increased thy reward, as the reward is 
equal to the pain.

משנה תורה, הלכות תלמוד תורה ג׳:ו׳

ָראוּי ְוִלְהיֹות  אֹו ִלּבֹו ְלַקּיֵם ִמְצָוה זֹו ּכָ ׂשָ ּנְ (ו) ִמי ׁשֶ
ְעּתֹו ִלְדָבִרים ֲאֵחִרים.  יַח ּדַ ֶכֶתר ּתֹוָרה. לֹא ַיּסִ ר ּבְ ֻמְכּתָ

בֹוד  ר ְוַהּכָ ְקֶנה ּתֹוָרה ִעם ָהעׁשֶ ּיִ ים ַעל ִלּבֹו ׁשֶ ְולֹא יָׂשִ
ל ּתֹוָרה.  ּה ׁשֶ ְרּכָ ְך ִהיא ּדַ ַאַחת. (משנה אבות ו ד) "ּכָ ּכְ

ה ְוַעל ָהָאֶרץ  ּתֶ ׁשְ ׂשוָּרה ּתִ ּמְ ַלח ּתֹאַכל וַּמִים ּבַ ּמֶ ת ּבַ ּפַ
ה ָעֵמל". ְולֹא ָעֶליָך  ְחיֶה וַּבּתֹוָרה ַאּתָ ן ְוַחּיֵי ַצַער ּתִ יׁשַ ּתִ

ּנָה. ְוִאם  ֵטל ִמּמֶ ן חֹוִרין ִלּבָ ה ּבֶ ָבר ִלְגמֹר ְולֹא ַאּתָ ַהּדָ
ַער:  ָכר ְלִפי ַהּצַ ָ ָכר. ְוַהׂשּ יָת ׂשָ יָת ּתֹוָרה ִהְרּבֵ ִהְרּבֵ
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Practical Implications
● A moral army
● Majority/minority relations
● The Jewish question



Theodore Herzl, “The Jewish State” (Der Judenstadt), 1896

We have sincerely tried everywhere to merge with the national communities in which we live, seeking 

only to preserve the faith of our fathers. It is not permitted us. In vain are we loyal patriots, sometimes 

super-loyal; in vain do we make the same sacrifices of life and property as our fellow citizens; in vain do 

we strive to enhance the fame of our native lands in the arts and sciences, or her wealth by trade and 

commerce. In our native lands where we have lived for centuries we are still decried as aliens, often by 

men whose ancestors had not yet come at a time when Jewish sighs had long been heard in the country...

Let me repeat once more my opening words: The Jews who will it shall achieve their State. We shall live at 

last as free men on our own soil, and in our own homes peacefully die. The world will be liberated by our 

freedom, enriched by our wealth, magnified by our greatness. And whatever we attempt there for our 

own benefit will redound mightily and beneficially to the good of all mankind.



Recommended Materials
● Jill Lepore, “A New Americanism” 

sourcebook pages 96-99
● Unit 5 video 14:30-29:30 (and then the 

interview, for more)
● Israel’s Nation-State Law with Donniel 

Hartman’s commentary (click for link)

https://shalomhartman.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/SHINA/EfveMUaz3YRGpkcQTebHRsUBabyoV8zAPCnXsBU8JUrtNA?e=0gF0a3
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