
Megillat Esther
The Story of Esther



Introduction to the Megillah
The success of the Purim celebration which slowly spread from Iran

westward to Palestine, was due to the Megillah itself.  Megillat Esther

was most likely composed in the second century BCE .

It is mentioned in II Maccabees 15:36, where it is called “the day of

Mordecai.”  

The story is set in the reign of the Persian King Ahashuerus.  It relates

that in the third year of his reign he made a banquet of 180 days’

duration.  Ahashuerus ordered his queen, Vashti, to appear before his

nobles and dignitaries but she refused.  He decided to replace his

queen through a beauty contest.  Through that contest Esther, a Jew,

appears in the story.  She is the niece and foster daughter of

Mordecai who is a dignitary of some rank.  It is Haman, son of

Hammedatha the Agagite, a descendant of Amalek who becomes the

second in command.  Mordecai refuses to bow down to him.  Haman,  

decides to avenge and affront Mordecai to his entire people.  The

date for the Jewish destruction is set by casting lots (hence the name

Purim).   Mordecai gets an audience with Esther and instructs her to

intercede for her people and reveal her identity.  Esther brings about

Haman’s death and the story comes to an end as Mordecai and

Esther decree that Jews must “observe these days of Purim at their

proper times…”. A festive holiday was decreed and that is precisely

the atmosphere we create at Temple during Purim.

Hag Purim Sameach,Celebrate and rejoice with Queen Esther and

Mordecai!
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The Blessings
מִצְוֺתָיו, נֽוּ בְּ שָׁ ר קִדְּ ה ייְָ אֱלהֵֹיֽנוּ מֶלֶֽךְ הָעוֹלָם,אֲשֶׁ רוךְּ אַתָּ בָּ

ה:  נֽוּ עַל מִקְרָא מְגִלָּ ָּ וְצִו
Blessed are You, Lord our G_d, King of the universe who sanctifies us

through mitzvot,and commands us concerning the reading of the

Megillah.(Cong.— Amen)

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olom A-sher Ki-de-sho-nu Be-

mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Al Mikra Megillah.

ּ ים לַאֲבוֹתֵיֽנו ה נִסִּ עָשָׂ ה ייְָ אֱלהֵֹיֽנוּ מֶלֶֽךְ הָעוֹלָם,שֶׁ רוךְּ אַתָּ בָּ
ֶּה:  ְּמַן הַז ז ָּמִים הָהֵם בַּ י בַּ

Blessed are You, Lord our G_d, King of the universe, who performed

miracles for our forefathers in those days, at this time (Cong.— Amen) 

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olom She-o-so Ni-sim La-avo-

sei-nu Ba-yo-mim Ho-heim Bi-z'man Ha-zeh

ּ יעָנֽו ִּ הֶחֱיָנֽוּ וְקִימְָּנֽוּ וְהִג ה ייְָ אֱלהֵֹיֽנוּ מֶלֶֽךְ הָעוֹלָם,שֶׁ רוךְּ אַתָּ בָּ
ֶּה:  ְּמַן הַז לַז

Blessed are You, Lord our G_d, King of the universe, who has granted

us life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this occasion. 

(Cong.— Amen) 

 Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olom She-heche-yo-nu Ve-ki-

yi-mo-nu Ve-higi-o-nu Liz-man Ha-zeh.



Leader: This all happened in the days of King Ahashverosh of Persia.

He has such a large kingdom and was so very rich that he gave a party

for half a year for all the important people in Persia.  And then he made

a seven- day feast for the common people of his capital city Shushan.

Leader: And wine in golden cups, much wine, too much wine. On the

seventh day of the feast, when the king was merry with wine, he told

seven servants to go and bring Queen Vashti to the men's feast, to

show her beauty to all the people. 

Congregation: There were white and blue curtains tied by cords of

linen and purple to silver rings and marble pillars

Congregation: For she was very beautiful. 

Leader: But Queen Vashti would not come. The king was very angry.

He turned to his seven wise men and asked them, "What shall we do

about Queen Vashti, who has not obeyed me?"

Congregation: What shall we do about Queen

Vashti?
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The Megillah
וֵרוֹ֗שׁ הַמּלֵֹךְ֙ מֵהדֹ֣וּּ וְעַד־כּו֔שּׁ וֵרוֹ֑שׁ הו֣אּ אֲחַשְׁ ימֵי֣ אֲחַשְׁ  וַיהְִי֖ בִּ

לֶ֣ךְ בֶ֣ת | הַמֶּ ָּמִי֖ם הָהֵם֑ כְּשֶׁ י רִי֥ם ומֵּאָה֖ מְדִינהָֽ:  בַּ בַ֛ע וְעֶשְׂ שֶׁ
נתַ֤ שְׁ ירָהֽ: בִּ ן֥ הַבִּ שׁושַּׁ ר֖ בְּ א֣ מַלְכותּוֹ֔ אֲשֶׁ סֵּ וֵרוֹ֗שׁ עַל֚ כִּ אֲחַשְׁ

רַס֣ ומָּדַי֗ רָי֖ו וַעֲֽבָדָי֑ו חֵי֣ל | פָּ ה֔ לְכָל־שָׂ תֶּ ה֣ מִשְׁ לוֹשׁ֙ לְמָלְכוֹ֔ עָשָׂ שָׁ
דִינוֹ֖ת לְפָניָֽו: רֵי֥ הַמְּ מִי֛ם וְשָׂ רְתְּ הַפַּֽ

Leader: This all happened in the days of King Ahashverosh of Persia.

He has such a large kingdom and was so very rich that he gave a party

for half a year for all the important people in Persia.  And then he made

a seven- day feast for the common people of his capital city Shushan.

Leader: And wine in golden cups, much wine, too much wine. On the

seventh day of the feast, when the king was merry with wine, he told

seven servants to go and bring Queen Vashti to the men's feast, to

show her beauty to all the people. 

Congregation: There were white and blue curtains tied by cords of

linen and purple to silver rings and marble pillars

Congregation: For she was very beautiful. 

Leader: But Queen Vashti would not come. The king was very angry.

He turned to his seven wise men and asked them, "What shall we do

about Queen Vashti, who has not obeyed me?"

Congregation: What shall we do about Queen

Vashti?
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The Megillah
לֶ֨ךְ֙ לְבַדוֹּ֔ רִים לאֹ֤ עַל־הַמֶּ ָ לֶ֨ךְ֙ וְהַשּׂ וַיאֹּ֣מֶר מְמֻכָן֗ מומכן֗ לִפְניֵ֤ הַמֶּ
ר֕ י֔ם אֲשֶׁ רִים֙ וְעַל־כָּל־הָעַ֣מִּ ָ י֤ עַל־כָּל־הַשּׂ ה֑ כִּ לְכָּ י֣ הַמַּ תִּ עָוְֽתָה֖ וַשְׁ

וֵרוֹֽשׁ: לֶ֥ךְ אֲחַשְׁ כָל־מְדִינוֹ֖ת הַמֶּ בְּ
עְלֵיהֶן֖ י֔ם לְהַבְזוֹ֥ת בַּ לְכָּה֙ עַל־כָּל־הַנשִָּׁ יֽ־יֵצֵא֤ דְבַר־הַמַּ כִּ

י֧ תִּ וֵרוֹ֡שׁ אָמַר֞ לְהָבִי֨א אֶת־וַשְׁ לֶ֣ךְ אֲחַשְׁ אָמְרָם֗ הַמֶּ עֵיֽניֵהֶן֑ בְּ בְּ
ה֛ לְפָניָ֖ו וְלאֹ־בָאָֽה: לְכָּ הַמַּ

Leader: Memuchan was one of the seven wise men. He said "Queen

Vashti has done wrong not only to the king, but to all men of the

kingdom. If she is not properly punished, then from now on no wife will

ever listen to her husband. King, you must divorce Vashti and find

yourself a better Queen."

So the king did just that. He sent word to all the men of Persia that

every man must be ruler in his own house.

But later the king missed Vashti; so his servants suggested he gather

beautiful girls from everywhere and from among them pick a new

queen. 

Congregation: So the king began to search for a beautiful new

Queen. 
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The Megillah
ן֣ יָאִי֧ר כַי֗ בֶּ מוֹ֣ מָרְדֳּ ירָה֑ ושְּׁ ן֣ הַבִּ שׁושַּׁ אִי֣שׁ יהְודִּי֔ הָיָה֖ בְּ
לַיִ֔ם ר֤ הָגְלָה֙ מִירו֣שָּׁ ן־קִי֖שׁ אִי֥שׁ ימְִינִיֽ: אֲשֶׁ מְעִי֛ בֶּ ן־שִׁ בֶּ

ר֣ הֶגְלָה֔ ר֣ הָגְלְתָה֔ עִם֖ יכְָניְָה֣ מֶלֶֽך־ְיהְודָּה֑ אֲשֶׁ עִם־הַגלָֹּה֙ אֲשֶׁ
ר֙ ה֗ הִי֤א אֶסְתֵּ בֶלֽ: וַיהְִי֨ אמֵֹן֜ אֶת־הֲדַסָּ ר֖ מֶלֶ֥ךְ בָּ ַּ נבְוֽכַּדְנצֶ

י֛ אֵי֥ן לָהּ֖ אָב֣ וָאֵם֑ וְהַנעֲַּֽרָה֤ יפְַת־תּאַֹ֨ר֙ וְטוֹבַת֣ מַרְאֶה֔ בַּת־דדֹּוֹ֔ כִּ
כַי֛ לוֹ֖ לְבַתֽ: הּ֔ לְקָחָהּ֧ מָרְדֳּ ובְּמוֹ֤ת אָבִי֨הָ֙ וְאִמָּ

Leader: All this time there lived in Shushan a Jew from Jerusalem, who

had been carried away when Jersusalem was about to be destroyed.

Congregation: And his name was Mordechai.

Leader:  And his name was Mordechai, and his cousin's name was

Hadassah (In Hebrew) or Esther (in Persian). She was beautiful girl that

Mordechai was raising because her parents were dead.

Esther was so beautiful she was chosen to go before the king. 
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The Megillah
א־חֵן֥ וָחֶסֶ֛ד לְפָניָ֖ו ָ שּׂ י֔ם וַתִּ ר֙ מִכָּל־הַנשִָּׁ לֶ֤ךְ אֶת־אֶסְתֵּ ֶּאֱֽהַב֨ הַמֶּ וַי

חַ֥ת הּ֔ וַימְַּלִיכֶהָ֖ תַּ ראֹשָׁ ם כֶּתֶֽר־מַלְכותּ֙ בְּ ָּשֶׂ֤ תולּוֹ֑ת וַי מִכָּל־הַבְּ
ה֣ תֵּ רָיו֙ וַעֲֽבָדָי֔ו אֵת֖ מִשְׁ ה֣ גָדוֹ֗ל לְכָל־שָׂ תֶּ לֶ֜ךְ מִשְׁ יֽ: וַיעַַּ֨שׂ הַמֶּ תִּ וַשְׁ

לֶֽךְ: אֵת֖ כְּידַ֥ הַמֶּ ן֥ מַשְׂ תֵּ ִּ ה֔ וַי דִינוֹת֙ עָשָׂ ר֑ וַהֲֽנחָָה֤ לַמְּ אֶסְתֵּ
ר֗ לֶֽךְ: אֵי֣ן אֶסְתֵּ עַֽר־הַמֶּ שַׁ ב֥ בְּ כַי֖ ישֵׁ נִי֑ת ומָּרְדֳּ תולּוֹ֖ת שֵׁ בֵץ֥ בְּ בְהִקָּ

כָי֑ ה֥ עָלֶי֖הָ מָרְדֳּ ָּ ר֛ צִו הּ֔ כַּאֲֽשֶׁ הּ֙ וְאֶת־עַמָּ ֶּדֶ֤ת מוֹֽלַדְתָּ מַג
ר֛ הָיֽתְָה֥ בְאָמְנהָ֖ אִתּוֹֽ: ה֔ כַּאֲֽשֶׁ ר֣ עשָֹׂ כַי֙ אֶסְתֵּ וְאֶת־מַאֲֽמַר֤ מָרְדֳּ

Leader: The King so loved Esther that he made her his Queen, and he

held a great feast in her honor. All the while Esther told no one she was

Jewish. Mordechai told her not to tell. And Mordechai would always sit

at the gate of the palace to hear the news. 

Congregation: He certainly heard some news.

Leader:  Mordechai happened to hear of a plot to kill the king. He told

Esther. Esther told the king. The men who wanted to kill Ahashverosh

were hung.
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The Megillah
וֵרוֹ֜שׁ אֶת־הָמָן֧ לֶ֨ךְ אֲחַשְׁ ל֩ הַמֶּ דַּ ִּ ה ג בָרִי֣ם הָאֵלֶּ֗ אַחַר֣ | הַדְּ

סְאוֹ֔ מֵעַל֕ ם֙ אֶת־כִּ ָּשֶׂ֨ דָתָ֛א הָאֲֽגָגִי֖ וַיֽנְשְַאֵ֑הוּ וַי ןֽ־הַמְּ בֶּ
לֶ֗ךְ עַ֣ר הַמֶּ שַׁ ר־בְּ לֶ֜ךְ אֲשֶׁ ר֥ אִתּוֹֽ: וְֹכָל־עַבְדֵי֨ הַמֶּ רִי֖ם אֲשֶׁ ָ כָּל־הַשּׂ
כַי֔ לאֹ֥ לֶ֑ךְ ומָּרְ֨דֳּ ָּה־לוֹ֣ הַמֶּ י־כֵן֖ צִו חֲֽוִים֙ לְהָמָן֔ כִּ תַּ כּרְֹֽעִי֤ם ומִּשְֽׁ

חֲֽוֶהֽ: תַּ יִכְרַע֖ וְלאֹ֥ יִשְֽׁ

Leader: After all this, the king picked a new prime minister by the name

of Haman, a descendant of Agag, Israel's greatest enemy. All the king's

servants bowed down before the great man — all except Mordechai. 

Congregation: Mordechai would not bow and would not bend.

Leader:  Haman saw it and was very angry. For revenge he decided to

kill not just Mordechai, but all the Jews.

He wanted the very best day for murdering the Jews, so he had a

lottery (which in Persian are called "Purim") and came up with the date

of 13th of Adar. He nearly had a year to prepare for his horrible

revenge.
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The Megillah
י֣ן ָּר֤ ומְּפרָֹד֙ בֵּ נוֹ֣ עַם־אֶחָד֗ מְפֻז וֵרוֹ֔שׁ יֶשְׁ לֶ֣ךְ אֲחַשְׁ וַיאֹּ֤מֶר הָמָן֙ לַמֶּ

כלֹ֖ מְדִינוֹ֣ת מַלְכותֶּךׇ֑ וְדָתֵֽיהֶם֞ שׁנֹוֹ֣ת מִכָּל־עָם֗ י֔ם בְּ הָעַֽמִּ
יחָםֽ: ִּ לֶ֥ךְ אֵיֽן־שׁוֶֹה֖ לְהַנ י֔ם וְלַמֶּ לֶ֨ךְ֙ אֵינםָ֣ עשִֹׂ תֵי֤ הַמֶּ וְאֶת־דָּ

כַּר־כֶּסֶ֗ף רֶ֨ת אֲלָפִי֜ם כִּ דָם֑ וַעֲֽשֶׂ תֵב֖ לְאַבְּ לֶ֣ךְ טוֹ֔ב יִכָּ אִם־עַל־הַמֶּ
ָּסַ֧ר לֶֽךְ: וַי נזְֵי֥ הַמֶּ ִּ לָאכָה֔ לְהָבִי֖א אֶל־ג י֣ הַמְּ קוֹל֙ עַל־ידְֵי֙ עשֵֹׂ אֶשְׁ
דָתָ֛א הָאֲֽגָגִי֖ ןֽ־הַמְּ נהָּ֗ לְהָמָן֧ בֶּ תְּ ִּ עְתּוֹ֖ מֵעַל֣ יָדוֹ֑ וַיֽ לֶ֛ךְ אֶת־טַבַּ הַמֶּ

צרֵֹר֥ הַיהְּודִּיֽם:

Leader:  Now Haman went to the King and said: "There is a certain

people scattered all over your kingdom. They have different laws from

everyone else. They do not keep the King's laws. You should not let

them live. I will pay the expesense for getting rid of them."

Congregation: The King took off his ring.

Leader:  The King took off his ring and gave it to Haman, the enemy of

the Jews. "Use the ring to sign any law you want. Do as you wish."

Haman then sent out the law to every part of the kingdom that on the

13th of Adar every Jew everywhere should be killed — men, women,

and children. 

Congregation: All to be killed. All to be destroyed.
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גָדָי֔ו כַי֙ אֶת־בְּ קְרַע֤ מָרְדֳּ ִּ ה֔ וַי ר֣ נעֲַֽשָׂ כַי֗ יָדַע֙ אֶת־כָּל־אֲשֶׁ ומָּרְדֳּ

זְעַק֛ זְעָקָה֥ גְדוֹלָה֖ ומָּרָהֽ: ִּ תוֹ֣ךְ הָעִי֔ר וַי ֵּצֵא֙ בְּ ק֖ וָאֵפֶ֑ר וַי שׁ֥ שַׂ לְבַּ ִּ וַי
לֶ֖ךְ עַ֥ר הַמֶּ י֣ אֵי֥ן לָבוֹ֛א אֶל־שַׁ לֶ֑ךְ כִּ עַֽר־הַמֶּ ָּבוֹ֕א עַד֖ לִפְניֵ֣ שַׁ וַי

לֶ֤ךְ בַר־הַמֶּ ר֨ דְּ קֽ: ובְּכָל־מְדִינהָ֣ ומְּדִינהָ֗ מְקוֹם֙ אֲשֶׁ לְבו֥שּׁ שָׂ בִּ
ק֣ וָאֵפֶ֔ר ד֑ שַׂ ָּדוֹל֙ לַיהְּודִּי֔ם וְצוֹ֥ם ובְּכִי֖ ומִּסְפֵּ י֔עַ אֵבֶ֤ל ג ִּ וְדָתוֹ֙ מַג

יֽם: ע֖ לָרַֽבִּ יֻצַּ

Leader: When Mordechai heard the news, he tore his clothes and put

on sackcloth and ashes. 

Congregation: Mordechai cried out bitterly. 

Leader:  He sent word to Esther, asking her to go to the King and beg

for the life of her people. But Esther was afraid, because she had not

seen the King for a month.  And everyone knew that a person who went

to see the King without being called would be killed — unless the King

was in a very good mood and held out his golden scepter. 

Mordechai was angry with Esther. " Do you think we shall all die, but

you will live? If you will not help us, help will still come; but your name

will die."
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כָיֽ: לֵךְ֩ כְּנוֹ֨ס י֥ב אֶלֽ־מָרְדֳּ ר֖ לְהָשִׁ וַתּאֹ֥מֶר אֶסְתֵּ

ּ ן֗ וְצו֣מּוּ עָלַ֠י֠ וְאַל־תּאֹֽכְלו֨ שׁושָּׁ מְצְאִי֣ם בְּ ִּ אֶת־כָּל־הַיהְּודִּי֜ם הַנ
ַּם־אֲנִי֥ וְנעֲַֽרתַֹי֖ אָצו֣םּ כֵּן֑ ת יָמִים֙ לַי֣לְָה וָיוֹ֔ם ג לשֶׁ֤ תּוּ֜ שְׁ שְׁ וְאַל־תִּ
י: י אָבָדְֽתִּ ר֥ אָבַדְ֖תִּ ת֔ וְכַאֲֽשֶׁ ר֣ לאֹֽ־כַדָּ לֶ֨ךְ֙ אֲשֶׁ ובְּכֵן֞ אָבוֹ֤א אֶל־הַמֶּ

רֽ: ְּתָה֥ עָלָי֖ו אֶסְתֵּ ר־צִו כָי֑ וַיעַַּ֕שׂ כְּכלֹ֛ אֲשֶׁ וַיֽעֲַּֽברֹ֖ מָרְדָּ
Leader: So Esther answered: " Go, tell all the Jews in Shushan to fast

for me. And I will fast three days and three nights. Then I will go to the

King. And if I die, I die."

Congregation: I will go. And if I die, I die."

Leader:  On the third day Esther went to the King. When he saw her, he

so loved her that he put out his golden scepter. And Esther, bowing low,

touched it with her head. 

The King asked, "What is your request?"

Congregation: " Anything you wish I will do for you. Ask for half my

kingdom and I'll give it to you."

Leader:  Again Esther asked only that the King come to another feast

the next day —with Haman. 

Haman left the palace in a very good mood, but when he saw

Mordechai he was filled with rage. 

Congregation: Mordechai would not bow and would not bend. 
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Leader: That night Haman's wife Zerash told him: "Look, if this

Mordechai, whoever he is, bothers you so much, put up a tall gallows ,

ask the King for permission, and hang him right away. "

לֶ֑ךְ וַי֠אֹּ֠מֶר לְהָבִי֞א אֶת־סֵפֶ֤ר נתַ֣ הַמֶּ י֣לְָה הַהו֔אּ נדְָֽדָה֖ שְׁ לַּ בַּ
צֵא֣ מָּ ִּ לֶֽךְ: וַי הְֽיוּ֥ נִקְרָאִי֖ם לִפְניֵ֥ הַמֶּ ִּ ָּמִי֔ם וַי בְרֵי֣ הַי כְרנֹוֹת֙ דִּ ִּ הַז

לֶ֔ךְ ניֵ֙ סָרִֽיסֵי֣ הַמֶּ גְתָנ֣אָ וָתֶרֶ֗שׁ שְׁ כַי֜ עַל־בִּ י֨ד מָרְדֳּ ִּ ר֩ הִג כָתו֗בּ אֲשֶׁ
וֵרוֹֽשׁ: וַיאֹּ֣מֶר לֶ֖ךְ אֲחַשְׁ מֶּ לחַֹ֣ יָד֔ בַּ קְשׁוּ֙ לִשְׁ ר֤ בִּ ף֑ אֲשֶׁ מְֹֽרֵי֖ הַסַּ מִשּׁ

כַי֖ עַל־זֶה֑ וַיאֹּ֨מְרוּ֜ נעֲַֽרֵי֤ ה֛ לְמָרְדֳּ ה֞ יקְָר֧ וגְּדולָּּ לֶ֔ךְ מַהֽ־נעֲַּֽשָׂ הַמֶּ
בָרֽ: ה֥ עִמּוֹ֖ דָּ רְ֣תָי֔ו לאֹ־נעֲַֽשָׂ לֶ֨ךְ֙ מְשָׁ הַמֶּ

Leader: That night the King was having trouble sleeping; so he began

to look at some old records. In them he read how Mordechai had saved

his life by telling of the plot to kill the King. 

The King turned to his servants: "What did we ever do to reward this

Mordechai?" "Nothing," said the servants.

Just then in the early morning, Haman came knocking at the door,

eager to ask permission to hang Mordechai. 

"Just the man I want to see," said the King. "What should be done for

someone the King wants very much to honor?"

Now Haman was thinking, "Whom would the King want to honor if not

me?" So he said " This should be done for such a man."
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Congregation:  " Let him have the King's robe and wear the King's

crown. Let him ride the King's horse all over the town. A prince should

be leading, shouting loud as he can: THE KING WANTS TO HONOR

THIS WONDERFUL MAN"

Leader: The King said to Haman, " You be the prince. Take the robe,

take the crown, take the horse and do all that you said — for

Mordechai. Do it today. 

Haman did it. And when he came home in the darkest of moods, his

wife said, "If this Mordechai is a Jew, you are lost. You will fall."

At that very moment, the King's men came to take Haman to the

second feast with Queen Esther. 

And at that feast the King asked her: "What is your request?"

Congregation: " Anything you wish I will do for you. Ask for half my

kingdom and I'll give it to you."

Leader:  Now Esther spoke up: " My wish is for my life. And my request

is for the life of my people. For we have been sold, I and my people, to

be murdered and destroyed!"

"Who," asked the king, "is doing this to you?" Esther answered: " A

vicious enemy, this wicked Haman!"
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ה֑ מִי֣ הו֥אּ זֶה֙ לְכָּ ר֣ הַמַּ וֵרוֹ֔שׁ וַיאֹּ֖מֶר לְאֶסְתֵּ לֶ֣ךְ אֲחַשְׁ וַיאֹּ֨מֶר֙ הַמֶּ
ר֔ אִי֚שׁ ןֽ: וַתּאֹ֣מֶר אֶסְתֵּ ר־מְלָאוֹ֥ לִבּוֹ֖ לַעֲֽשׂוֹ֥ת כֵּ וְאֵי־זֶה֣ הו֔אּ אֲשֶׁ
לְכָּהֽ: לֶ֖ךְ וְהַמַּ פְניֵ֥ הַמֶּ ֶּה֑ וְהָמָן֣ נִבְעָת֔ מִלִּ צַר֣ וְאוֹיֵב֔ הָמָן֥ הָרָע֖ הַז
יתָן֑ וְהָמָן֣ עָמַד֗ נתַּ֖ הַבִּ ִּ ה֣ הַייִַּ֔ן אֶל־ג תֵּ שְׁ חֲֽמָתוֹ֙ מִמִּ לֶ֜ךְ קָם֤ בַּ וְהַמֶּ

י־כָלְֽתָה֥ אֵלָי֛ו י֣ רָאָה֔ כִּ ה֔ כִּ לְכָּ ר֣ הַמַּ שׁ֤ עַל־נפְַשׁוֹ֙ מֵאֶֽסְתֵּ לְבַקֵּ
לֶֽךְ: הָרָֽעָה֖ מֵאֵת֥ הַמֶּ

Leader: The King was furious. Just then a slave said, "Do you know that

Haman has built a huge gallows to hang Mordechai?"

And the King answered: "Hang Haman on it."

Congregation: "Hang Haman on it."

Leader:  Then the King took the ring he had once given Haman and

gave it instead to Mordechai.

Even with the ring to sign the laws, Mordechai could not change what

had been done, because the King of Persia could never admit he had

made a mistake. No law of his could ever be changed. Mordechai could

not command that the Jews not be killed on the 13th of Adar. But he

could make a law that the Jews be given weapons and defend

themselves.
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Leader:  So when the day came, the Jews fought a great battle and

won. In most of the kingdom it lasted one day, but in Shushan it took

two. That is why most Jews observe Purim on the 14th day of Adar, but

the Jews of Shushan have Purim on the 15th.

Esther ordered that these days of Purim should be a holiday.

Congregation: "Every year, feasting and joy, the exchanging of gifts,

and charity to the poor."

Leader: And Mordechai the Jew was second only to the King, a Great

man among his people, working for their peace.

וֵרוֹ֔שׁ וְגָדוֹל֙ לַיהְּודִּי֔ם לֶ֣ךְ אֲחַשְׁ נהֶ֙ לַמֶּ כַי֣ הַיהְּודִּי֗ מִשְׁ י֣ | מָרְדֳּ כִּ
לוֹ֖ם לְכָל־זַרְעוֹֽ: וְרָצו֖יּ לְרבֹ֣ אֶחָי֑ו דרֵֹּשׁ֥ טוֹב֙ לְעַמּוֹ֔ וְדבֵֹר֥ שָׁ

Congregation: And Mordechai the Jew was second only to the King, a

Great man among his people, working for their peace. 
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ן אֶת ה ייְָ אֱלהֵֹיֽנוּ מֶלֶֽךְ הָעוֹלָם, הָרָב אֶת רִיבֵנֽוּ וְהַדָּ רוךְּ אַתָּ בָּ
ּ נֽו ְּמולּ לְכָל אוֹיבְֵי נפְַשֵׁ ם ג לֵּ יננֵֽוּ וְהַנוֹּקֵם אֶת נִקְמָתֵנֽוּ וְהַמְשַׁ דִּ
רָאֵל מִכָּל פְרָע לְעַמּוֹ יִשְׂ ִּ ה ייְָ הַנ רוךְּ אַתָּ רֵיֽנוּ. בָּ פְרָע לָנֽוּ מִצָּ ִּ וְהַנ

יֽעַ:  צָרֵיהֶם הָאֵל הַמּוֹשִׁ

Blessed are You, Lord our G_d, King of the universe, who wages our

battles, defends our rights, avenges the wrong done to us, punishes our

oppressors in behalf, and brings retribution upon all our mortal

enemies. Blessed are You Lord, who exacts payment in behalf of His

people Israel from all their oppressors; G_d who delivers. (Cong.—

Amen)


