Megjiflat Esther

The Story of Esther



Introduction o the Megillah

The success of the Purim celebration which slowly spread from Iran
westward to Palestine, was due to the Megillah itself. Megillat Esther
was most likely composed in the second century BCE .

It is mentioned in Il Maccabees 15:36, where it is called “the day of
Mordecai.”

The story is set in the reign of the Persian King Ahashuerus. It relates
that in the third year of his reign he made a banquet of 180 days’
duration. Ahashuerus ordered his queen, Vashti, to appear before his
nobles and dignitaries but she refused. He decided to replace his
queen through a beauty contest. Through that contest Esther, a Jew,
appears in the story. She is the niece and foster daughter of
Mordecai who is a dignitary of some rank. It is Haman, son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, a descendant of Amalek who becomes the
second in command. Mordecai refuses to bow down to him. Haman,
decides to avenge and affront Mordecai to his entire people. The
date for the Jewish destruction is set by casting lots (hence the name
Purim). Mordecai gets an audience with Esther and instructs her to
intercede for her people and reveal her identity. Esther brings about
Haman’s death and the story comes to an end as Mordecai and
Esther decree that Jews must “observe these days of Purim at their
proper times...”. A festive holiday was decreed and that is precisely
the atmosphere we create at Temple during Purim.

Hag Purim Sameach,Celebrate and rejoice with Queen Esther and
Mordecai!
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Blessed are You, Lord our G_d, King of the universe who sanctifies us
through mitzvot,and commands us concerning the reading of the
Megillah.(Cong.— Amen)

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olom A-sher Ki-de-sho-nu Be-
mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Al Mikra Megillah.
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Blessed are You, Lord our G_d, King of the universe, who performed
miracles for our forefathers in those days, at this time (Cong.— Amen)

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olom She-o-so Ni-sim La-avo-
sei-nu Ba-yo-mim Ho-heim Bi-z’'man Ha-zeh
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Blessed are You, Lord our G_d, King of the universe, who has granted

us life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this occasion.
(Cong.— Amen)

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olom She-heche-yo-nu Ve-ki-
yi-mo-nu Ve-higi-o-nu Liz-man Ha-zeh.
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Leader: This all happened in the days of King Ahashverosh of Persia.
He has such a large kingdom and was so very rich that he gave a party
for half a year for all the important people in Persia. And then he made
a seven- day feast for the common people of his capital city Shushan.

Congregation: There were white and blue curtains tied by cords of
linen and purple to silver rings and marble pillars

Leader: And wine in golden cups, much wine, too much wine. On the
seventh day of the feast, when the king was merry with wine, he told
seven servants to go and bring Queen Vashti to the men's feast, to
show her beauty to all the people.

Congregation: For she was very beautiful.

Leader: But Queen Vashti would not come. The king was very angry.
He turned to his seven wise men and asked them, "What shall we do
about Queen Vashti, who has not obeyed me?"

Congregation: What shall we do about Queen
Vashti?
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Leader: This all happened in the days of King Ahashverosh of Persia.
He has such a large kingdom and was so very rich that he gave a party
for half a year for all the important people in Persia. And then he made
a seven- day feast for the common people of his capital city Shushan.

Congregation: There were white and blue curtains tied by cords of
linen and purple to silver rings and marble pillars

Leader: And wine in golden cups, much wine, too much wine. On the
seventh day of the feast, when the king was merry with wine, he told
seven servants to go and bring Queen Vashti to the men's feast, to
show her beauty to all the people.

Congregation: For she was very beautiful.

Leader: But Queen Vashti would not come. The king was very angry.
He turned to his seven wise men and asked them, "What shall we do
about Queen Vashti, who has not obeyed me?"

Congregation: What shall we do about Queen
Vashti?
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Leader: Memuchan was one of the seven wise men. He said "Queen
Vashti has done wrong not only to the king, but to all men of the
kingdom. If she is not properly punished, then from now on no wife will

ever listen to her husband. King, you must divorce Vashti and find
yourself a better Queen."

So the king did just that. He sent word to all the men of Persia that
every man must be ruler in his own house.

But later the king missed Vashti; so his servants suggested he gather
beautiful girls from everywhere and from among them pick a new
queen.

Congregation: So the king began to search for a beautiful new
Queen.
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Leader: All this time there lived in Shushan a Jew from Jerusalem, who
had been carried away when Jersusalem was about to be destroyed.

Congregation: And his name was Mordechai.
Leader: And his name was Mordechai, and his cousin's name was
Hadassah (In Hebrew) or Esther (in Persian). She was beautiful girl that

Mordechai was raising because her parents were dead.

Esther was so beautiful she was chosen to go before the king.
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Leader: The King so loved Esther that he made her his Queen, and he
held a great feast in her honor. All the while Esther told no one she was
Jewish. Mordechai told her not to tell. And Mordechai would always sit
at the gate of the palace to hear the news.

Congregation: He certainly heard some news.

Leader: Mordechai happened to hear of a plot to kill the king. He told
Esther. Esther told the king. The men who wanted to kill Ahashverosh

were hung.
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Leader: After all this, the king picked a new prime minister by the name
of Haman, a descendant of Agag, Israel's greatest enemy. All the king's
servants bowed down before the great man — all except Mordechai.

Congregation: Mordechai would not bow and would not bend.

Leader: Haman saw it and was very angry. For revenge he decided to
kill not just Mordechai, but all the Jews.

He wanted the very best day for murdering the Jews, so he had a
lottery (which in Persian are called "Purim") and came up with the date
of 13th of Adar. He nearly had a year to prepare for his horrible
revenge.
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Leader: Now Haman went to the King and said: "There is a certain
people scattered all over your kingdom. They have different laws from

everyone else. They do not keep the King's laws. You should not let
them live. | will pay the expesense for getting rid of them."

Congregation: The King took off his ring.

Leader: The King took off his ring and gave it to Haman, the enemy of
the Jews. "Use the ring to sign any law you want. Do as you wish."

Haman then sent out the law to every part of the kingdom that on the
13th of Adar every Jew everywhere should be killed — men, women,

and children.

Congregation: All to be killed. All to be destroyed.
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Leader: When Mordechai heard the news, he tore his clothes and put
on sackcloth and ashes.

Congregation: Mordechai cried out bitterly.

Leader: He sent word to Esther, asking her to go to the King and beg
for the life of her people. But Esther was afraid, because she had not
seen the King for a month. And everyone knew that a person who went
to see the King without being called would be killed — unless the King
was in a very good mood and held out his golden scepter.

Mordechai was angry with Esther. " Do you think we shall all die, but
you will live? If you will not help us, help will still come; but your name
will die."
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Leader: So Esther answered: " Go, tell all the Jews in Shushan to fast
for me. And | will fast three days and three nights. Then | will go to the
King. And if | die, | die."

Congregation: | will go. And if | die, | die."

Leader: On the third day Esther went to the King. When he saw her, he
so loved her that he put out his golden scepter. And Esther, bowing low,
touched it with her head.

The King asked, "What is your request?"

Congregation: " Anything you wish | will do for you. Ask for half my
kingdom and I'll give it to you."

Leader: Again Esther asked only that the King come to another feast
the next day —with Haman.

Haman left the palace in a very good mood, but when he saw
Mordechai he was filled with rage.

Congregation: Mordechai would not bow and would not bend.
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Leader: That night Haman's wife Zerash told him: "Look, if this
Mordechai, whoever he is, bothers you so much, put up a tall gallows ,
ask the King for permission, and hang him right away. "
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Leader: That night the King was having trouble sleeping; so he began
to look at some old records. In them he read how Mordechai had saved
his life by telling of the plot to kill the King.

The King turned to his servants: "What did we ever do to reward this
Mordechai?" "Nothing," said the servants.

Just then in the early morning, Haman came knocking at the door,
eager to ask permission to hang Mordechai.

"Just the man | want to see," said the King. "What should be done for
someone the King wants very much to honor?"

Now Haman was thinking, "Whom would the King want to honor if not
me?" So he said " This should be done for such a man."
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Congregation: " Let him have the King's robe and wear the King's
crown. Let him ride the King's horse all over the town. A prince should
be leading, shouting loud as he can: THE KING WANTS TO HONOR
THIS WONDERFUL MAN"

Leader: The King said to Haman, " You be the prince. Take the robe,
take the crown, take the horse and do all that you said — for
Mordechai. Do it today.

Haman did it. And when he came home in the darkest of moods, his
wife said, "If this Mordechai is a Jew, you are lost. You will fall."

At that very moment, the King's men came to take Haman to the
second feast with Queen Esther.

And at that feast the King asked her: "What is your request?"

Congregation: " Anything you wish | will do for you. Ask for half my
kingdom and I'll give it to you."

Leader: Now Esther spoke up: " My wish is for my life. And my request
is for the life of my people. For we have been sold, | and my people, to
be murdered and destroyed!"

"Who," asked the king, "is doing this to you?" Esther answered: " A
vicious enemy, this wicked Haman!"
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Leader: The King was furious. Just then a slave said, "Do you know that
Haman has built a huge gallows to hang Mordechai?"

And the King answered: "Hang Haman on it."

Congregation: "Hang Haman on it."

Leader: Then the King took the ring he had once given Haman and
gave it instead to Mordechai.

Even with the ring to sign the laws, Mordechai could not change what
had been done, because the King of Persia could never admit he had
made a mistake. No law of his could ever be changed. Mordechai could
not command that the Jews not be killed on the 13th of Adar. But he
could make a law that the Jews be given weapons and defend
themselves.
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Leader: So when the day came, the Jews fought a great battle and
won. In most of the kingdom it lasted one day, but in Shushan it took
two. That is why most Jews observe Purim on the 14th day of Adar, but
the Jews of Shushan have Purim on the 15th.

Esther ordered that these days of Purim should be a holiday.

Congregation: "Every year, feasting and joy, the exchanging of gifts,
and charity to the poor."
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Congregation: And Mordechai the Jew was second only to the King, a
Great man among his people, working for their peace.

Leader: And Mordechai the Jew was second only to the King, a Great
man among his people, working for their peace.



ST

The Megillah

NN 1TDY 1335 DN 29D 020D TN INDIN N NON T3
1IY9) 22X D39 9112) 0YYND) 1INNAPI NN OPIINI 13307
2213 TNV 12Y7 ¥793D 2 DHN T3 20 137 ¥7193D)

$VUIND IND DDINY

Blessed are You, Lord our G_d, King of the universe, who wages our
battles, defends our rights, avenges the wrong done to us, punishes our
oppressors in behalf, and brings retribution upon all our mortal
enemies. Blessed are You Lord, who exacts payment in behalf of His
people Israel from all their oppressors; G_d who delivers. (Cong.—

Amen)



