BLESSINGS BEFORE READING THE BOOK OF ESTHER
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Leader: This all happened in the days of King Ahashverosh of Pers1a He
had such a large kingdom and was so very rich that he gave a party for half
a year for all the important people in Persia.

And then he made a seven-day feast for the common people of his capital
city Shushan.

CONGREGATION: There were white and blue curtains
tied by cords of linen and purple
to silver rings and marble pillars.

Leader: And wine in golden cups, much wine, too much wine. On the
seventh day of the feast, when the king was merry with wine, he told seven
servants to go and bring Queen Vashti to the men’s feast, to show her
beauty to all the people.

CONGREGATION: For she was very beautiful.
Leader: But Queen Vashti would not come. The king was very angry. He

turned to his seven wise men and asked them, “What shall we do about
Queen Vashti, who has not obeyed me?”
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CONG'REGATION: “What shall we do about Queen Vashti?”
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Leader: Memuchan was one of tfle seven wise men. He said: “Queen
Vashti has done wrong not only to the king, but to all men of the kingdom.

If she is not properly punished, then from now on no wife will ever listen to
her husband. King, you must divorce Vashti and find yourself a better

queen.”

So the king did just that. He sent word to all the men of Persia that every
man must be ruler in his own house.

But later the king missed Vashti; so his servants suggested he gather
beautiful girls from everywhere and from among them pick a new queen.

CONGREGATION: So the king began to search for a
beautiful new queen.

FF






AT TIIT WD MR e N Erl
T TR 1R W OpTID RY7I3 MR 13 0377

nzran*-ifar: I OY 1A% R Doy oSvrm
TETTNK 18R Y 533 o0 WHE) N2 TN

"N TIWAM OR) 3R A PR 0 N3 noN o
129977 mRY My I3 mim g Rty b
:n3b

Leader: All this time there lived in Shushan a Jew from Jerusalem, who
had been carried away when Jerusalem was about to be destroyed.

CONGREGATION: And his name was Mordechai.

Leader: And his name was Mordechai, and his cousin’s name was
Hadassah (in Hebrew) or Esther (in Persian). She was a beautiful girl that
Mordechai was raising because her parents were dead.

Esther was so beautiful she was chosen to go before the king.
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Leader: The king so loved Esther that he made her his queen, and he held a
great feast in her honor. All the while Esther told no one she was Jewish.
Mordechai told her not to tell. And Mordechai used to sit in the gate of the

palace to hear the news.

CONGREGATION: He certainly heard some news.

Leader: Mordechai happened to hear of a plot to kill the king. He told
Esther. Esther told the king. The men who wanted to kill Ahashverosh

were hanged.
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Leader: After all this, the king picked a new prime minister by the name

of Haman, a descendent of Agag, Israel’s greatest enemy. All the king’s
servants bowed down before the great man—all except Mordechai.

CONGREGATION: Mordechai would not bow and would
not bend.

Leader: Haman saw it and was very angry. For revenge he decided to kill
not just Mordechai, but all the Jews.

He wanted the very best day for murdering the Jews, so he threw lots
(which in Persian are called “Purim”) and came up with the date 13% of
Adar. He had nearly a year to prepare for his horrible revenge.
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Leader: Now Haman went to the king and said: “There is a certain people
scattered all over your kingdom. They have different laws from everyone
else. They do not keep the king’s laws. You should not let them live. I will

pay the expenses for getting rid of them.”

CONGREGATION: The king took off his ring.

Leader: The king took off his ring and gave it to Haman, the enemy of the
Jews. “Use the ring to sign any law you want. Do as you wish.”

Haman then sent out the law to every part of the kingdom that on the 13t of
Adar every Jew everywhere should be killed—men, women, and children.

CONGREGATION:  All to be killed. All to be destroyed.
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Leader: When Mordechai heard the news, he tore his clothes and put on
sackcloth and ashes.

CONGREGATION: Mordechai cried out bitterly.

Leader: He sent word to Esther, asking her to go to the king and beg for
the life of her people.

But Esther was afraid, because she had not seen the king for a month. And
everyone knew that a person who went to see the king without being called
would be killed—unless the king was in a very good mood and held out his

golden sceptre.

Mordechai was angry with Esther: “Do you think we shall all die, but you
will live? If you will not help us, help will still come; but your name will

die.”
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Leader: So Esther answered: “Go, tell all the Jews in Shushan to fast for
me. And I will fast three days and nights. Then I will go to the king. And

if I die, I die.”
CONGREGATION: “Iwill go. And ifldie, I die.”

Leader: On the third day Esther went to the king. When he saw her, he so
loved her that he put out his golden sceptre. And Esther, bowing low,

touched it with her head.
The king asked, “What is your request?”

CONGREGATION: “Anything you wish I will do for you. Ask
for half my kingdom and I’1l give it to you.”

Leader: Esther asked only that the king come to a feast she was making for
him, and that he bring Haman to the feast.

At the feast the king asked again, “What is your request?”

CONGREGATION: “Anything you wish I will do for you. Ask
for half my kingdom and I’ll give it to you.”

Leader: Again Esther asked only that the king come to another feast the
next day—with Haman.

Haman left the palace in a very good mood, but when he saw Mordechai he
was filled with rage.

CONGREGATION: Mordechai would not bow and would
not bend.

Leader: That night Haman’s wife Zeresh told him: “Look, if this
Mordechai, whoever he is, bothers you so much, put up a tall gallows, ask
the king for permission, and hang him right away.”
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Leader: That night the king was having trouble sleeping; so he began to
look at some old records. In them he read how Mordechai had saved his life
by telling of the plot to kill the king.



Leader: The king turned to his servants: “What did we ever do to reward
this Mordechai?”

“Nothing,” said the servants.

Just then, in the early morning, Haman came knocking at the door, eager to
ask permission to hang Mordechai.

“Just the man I want to see,” said the king. “What should be done for
someone the king wants very much to honor?”

Now Haman was thinking, “Whom would the king want to honor, if not
me?” So he said: “This should be done for such a man.”

CONGREGATION: “Let him have the king’s robe and wear
the king’s crown. Let him ride the

king’s horse all over the town.

A prince should be leading, shouting loud
as he can: ‘The king wants to honor

this wonderful man.” ”

Leader: The king said to Haman, “You be the prince. Take the robe, take
the crown, take the horse, and do all that you said—for Mordechai. Do it

today.”

Haman did it. And when he came home in the blackest of moods, his wife
said, “If this Mordechai is a Jew, you are lost. You will fall.”

At that very moment, the king’s men came to take Haman to the second
feast with Queen Esther.

And at the feast the king asked her: “What is your request?”

oy




CONGREGATION: “Anything you wish I will do for you.
Ask for half my kingdom and I’1l give

it to you.”

Leader: Now Esther spoke up: “My wish is for my life. And my request if
for the life of my people. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be

murdered and destroyed!”

“Who,” asked the king, “is doing this to you?” Esther answered: “A
vicious enemy, this wicked Haman!”
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Leader: The king was furious. Just then a slave said, “Do you know that
Haman has built a huge gallows to hand Mordechai?”

And the king answered: “Hang Haman on it.”

CONGREGATION: “Hang Haman on it.”

Leader: Then the king took the ring he had once given Haman and gave it
instead to Mordechai.

Even with the ring to sign the laws, Mordechai could not change what had
been done, because the King of Persia could never admit he had made a
mistake. No law of his could ever be changed. Mordechai could not
command that the Jews not be killed on the 13™ of Adar. But he could
make a law that the Jews be given weapons and defend themselves.

So when the day came, the Jews fought a great battle and won. In most of
the kingdom it lasted one day, but in Shushan it took two. That is why most
Jews observe Purim on the 14™ of Adar, but the Jews of Shushan have

Purim on the 15%,

Esther ordered that these days of Purim should be a holiday.

CONGREGATION: Every year feasting and joy, the
exchanging of gifts, charity to the poor.
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CONGREGATION: And Mordechai the Jew was second only to
the king, a great man among his people,
working for their peace.

Leader: And Mordechai the Jew was second only to the king, a great man
among his people, working for their peace.
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